
The Man Behind the 
Magic
A new exhibiton at The Breman Museum 
examines the forces and values that 
shaped Harry Houdini’s life and work.

Page 14 

Kosher Affairs
Every year, the Passover celebration gets 
less difficult, as more products and stores 
make holiday preparations a little easier.

By Roberta Scher
Page 26 

Heroism on Stage
Wiesenthal, the lauded off-Broadway play 
about Nazi hunter Simon Wiesenthal, 
comes to the Earl and Rachel Smith 
Strand Theater.

Page 21 

Making Day School 
More Affordable
Jewish Interest Free Loan of Atlanta’s 
new pilot program bridges the time gap 
between Federation’s ALEF scholarship 
payments and Georgia tax refunds.

In JIFLA News
Page 8 

 

On-Staff Olympian
Ukrainian Olympic gold medalist Liliya 
Podkopayeva has joined the MJCCA 
as coach for Perimeter Gymnastics 
competitive teams.

In MJCCA News
Page 6

A Festival of 
Inclusiveness
The 2019 Atlanta Jewish Film Festival 
explored diverse and diverging cultures 
and communities.

By Brian Katzowitz
Page 21

Jewish GeorgianTHE

Volume 31, Number 3 Atlanta, Georgia March-April 2019 FREE

WHAT’S INSIDE



Page 2 THE JEWISH GEORGIAN March-April 2019

of Israelis.”
 How is it that there is this disparity in 
the concept of Judaism between Israelis and 
American Jews? Commenting on this same 
subject, Jonathan Weisman, in a “News 
Analysis” in the January 6, 2019, issue of 
The New York Times, points out that “there is 
a significant generational split on Israel that 
goes beyond ideology. Older American Jews, 
more viscerally aware of the Holocaust and 
connected to the living history of the Jewish 
state, are generally willing to look past Israeli 
government actions that challenge their values. 
Or they embrace those actions. Younger 
American Jews do not typically remember 
Israel as the David against regional Goliaths. 
They see a bully armed and indifferent, 45 
years past the Yom Kippur War, the last conflict 
that threatened Israel’s existence.”
 The effect of these two articles on my 
perspective was to refocus how I addressed a 
contentious issue. When considering a matter 
about which there is a serious divergence of 
opinion, I now begin by trying to understand 
the background of the other party whose 
position differs from mine. 
 Rather than initially approaching a 
controversial topic as an advocate for my 
position, I attempt to see the question through 
the eyes of the other party. What are the major 
components in the outlook and values of that 
person — communal, societal precepts and 
personal experiences? Unfortunately, most of 
us do not try to couch the actions and words 
of others within the context of the background 
and history of that person, but rather we 

try to superimpose our understanding and 
position on the other party. By factoring in the 
other person’s salient considerations, there is 
more of a chance to arrive at a resolution of 
differences while still maintaining the element 
of civility and accommodation. In short, I try 
to understand the background, culture, and 
database upon which the other person is relying 
in arriving at a position on a particular issue.
 Framing this concept in modern, computer 
terminology, I try to envision the elements 
included in the other party’s algorithms and 
the weighted importance of each element. 
The fact that the Israelis are confronted with 
actual and threatened missile attacks; that they 
and their families are forced to seek refuge in 
bomb shelters; seeing school children escorted 
on field trips by adults carrying weapons for 
protection; knowing that your family and 
friends are forced to don military uniforms and 
weapons to defend against armed threats; and 
being confronted by the threat emanating from 
tunnel incursions into your sovereign territory 
by armed adversaries it is understandable that 
your actions and philosophical outlook are 
motivated by self-preservation and the need to 
provide protection.
 While humans are creating the database 
that artificial intelligence relies on for resolving 
an issue, a human’s database evolves from 
actual experiences, observations, reading, 
schooling, family, environment, societal mores, 
and religion. And it is the weighted melding of 
these precepts upon which we rely in making 
decisions and formulating thoughts.
 The primordial element in living bodies is 
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 It is generally agreed that the tenor of 
interpersonal relationships has progressively 
gotten more contentious, and to what end? How 
is it and why do individuals, when confronted 
with the same situation, interpret the elements 
so dramatically different that they are unable 
to arrive at a reconcilable understanding that 
allows for an acceptable consensus?
 I am sure that you, just as I, have spent 
many an hour wondering and discussing how 
bright, intelligent people can see the same 
condition or situation and come away with a 
different understanding. Is there validity to the 
interpolation injected into the understanding of 
the events by an individual, and how objective 
is this annotation?
 A case in point is the schism that is 
developing between Israeli and Diaspora 
Jews. Batya Ungar-Sargon, in her article “Do 
American Jews and Israelis Believe in the Same 
Anti-Semitism?” that appeared in the February 
2019 issue of the Forward, refers to a “recent 
Pew Research Center survey [which] found 
that 69% of American Jews said that ‘leading 
an ethical and moral life’ was ‘essential to 
being Jewish’ — compared with just 47% of 
Israelis. And 56% of American Jews said that 
‘working for justice and equality’ was essential 
to their Jewish identity, as opposed to just 27% 

Resolving disagreements starts with understanding
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survival and domination. Understanding this 
and being aware of actual and/or perceived 
threats can help in gaining a clearer insight 
into the social and political acts and reactions, 
which could differ from yours. 
 If we could move in the direction of 
understanding rather than intimidating and 
bullying, if we could learn to discuss rather 
than attempt to dominate, and if we could seek 
to resolve disagreements and conflicts on an 
equitable basis understanding that compromise 
and basic rights are necessary ingredients, then 
I feel we would inject the air of civility and 
humanity into our discourse and negotiations. 
 Contentious positioning needs to be 
replaced by understanding conversation and 
negotiations. Advocacy and pursuit of legal 
and moral rules and concepts should not be 
abandoned, but the course of such actions 
should be respectful discussions. To the extent 
that each party understands the motivation of 
the other, then the chances for an equitable 
solution is improved.
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Passover Seder at the Joseph 
Schaffer home in Atlanta, 1935, 

gelatin silver print (photo: the Cuba 
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What’s
HAPPENING

TV SPECIAL WILL FEATURE MARTHA 
JO KATZ. We have always thought that 
the brilliant and beautiful Martha Jo Katz 
should have been a TV or movie star, and 
now she may be on her way to becoming 

one. Here in Atlanta, 
she has always been 
a renowned and 
glamorous celebrity 
in the glittering world 
of fabulous parties. 
Indeed, there was 
hardly a major event 
in the last few decades 
that she did not 
organize or produce.

 She has always been cool. When she 
was born, she had the distinction of being 
the youngest person in the whole world.
 We have learned exclusively that she 
will be featured in an upcoming documentary 
on Georgia Public Broadcasting (GPB) later 
this year, focusing on the fashion industry, 
especially Rich’s Fashionata, the Atlanta 
department store’s legendary runway show.
 From 1957 to 1991, the late, great Sol 
Kent produced Fashionata, introducing 
Atlantans and the South to the acclaimed 
works of the best Parisian designers, such as 
Christian Dior and Oscar de la Renta.
 As the Atlanta Journal Constitution 
fashion editor Marylin Johnson wrote, 
“Attending Fashionata was like attending 
a Broadway show. It was truly a spectacle. 
Kent brought top designers like Bill Blass 
into Atlanta in an era when nobody was 
doing that.”
 Martha Jo was more than just a 
renowned model, she was like royalty. 
Actually, was royalty. Still is. Also a very 
nice, sweet, down-to-earth person who has 
kept her small town Ocilla/Fitzgerald, South 
Georgia charm, manners, and graciousness.
 Just ask her husband, Jerry, who 
understandably calls himself “the luckiest 
guy in the world,” and we can’t argue with 
him on that.
 Anyway, we can’t wait to see the GPB 
special, and Martha Jo’s inside accounts 
about the world of high fashion.

BUCKHEAD COALITION WORKS 
TO PROTECT ATLANTA’S TREES. 

Under President 
Sam Massell, The 
Buckhead Coalition 
has done some 
wonderful things over 
the years, but nothing 
greater than its current 
project to save the 
area’s trees. 

      Buckhead’s frenetic 
building boom has 
resulted in massive 
destruction of trees, 
so the coalition 
has undertaken a 

tree-planting program in the district’s 
44 residential areas, with the goal of 
planting up to 500 trees, at three trees per 
participating home. The coalition will 
partner with and make a donation to the 
hugely respected conservation group Trees 
Atlanta, financed by ad revenues from the 
Buckhead Guidebook. The new trees will 
be free for the homeowners who promise to 
raise and maintain them. Sign us up!
 Sam praises the organization “for 
working for the long-range shade protection 
for our city… the beautification alone 
provides a major part of Atlanta’s quality of 
life.” 

CLAIRE’S SON, THE ARTIST. Claire 
Peck was at her monthly dinner with friends 
Susie Warshaw and Bonnie Wolloff, all of 
them lovely and delightful, kvelling about 
her acclaimed son, Michael Kalish—not a 
brain surgeon, which we are sure he could 
have become, but a highly acclaimed, 
renowned artist. And not just by his mom! 
His unique metal works have sold all over 
the world.
 His talent is exceeded only by his 
generosity, and he regularly donates 
artworks to various charities. Most recently, 
his gift was a focus of what has become one 
of Atlanta’s most successful fund raising 
events — Carrla and Jeff Goldstein’s annual 
Super Bowl party, which has raised some 10 
million dollars for wonderful charities in the 
10 years it has been held.
 Michael’s contribution was a $50,000 
sculpture (with the opportunity for the 
winner to collaborate with Michael on the 
sculpure or for Michael to create it himself 
for the winner), plus a portrait for party 
honoree Steve Gleason, a former New 
Orleans Saints star who has been a leader in 
fighting for those afflicted with ALS.
 Michael grew up in Sandy Springs, 
attending Woodward Academy and even 
playing college baseball. His collectors 
include Ringo Starr, Nancy Reagan, Atlanta 
Braves Stadium, Arnold Schwarzenegger 

BY Reg
   Regenstein

See HAPPENING, page 4

and Maria Shriver, The Reagan Presidential 
Library, Kid Rock, Disney, Nike, Ford 
Motor Company, Jann Wenner, and Rolling 
Stone Magazine. Check out his amazing 
website, michaelkalish.com/public-art.
 Thanks to everyone involved for 
their valuable service to our community, 
including Claire, for raising such a nice son.
 Being nice Jewish moms, Susie and 
Bonnie are also proud of their kids, who will 
be discussed in future columns.

Michael Kalish, with his Super Bowl 
sculpture

Michael Kalish, with his outdoor 
installation at the Grove in Los 
Angeles

HAPPY 81ST BIRTHDAY JERRY. 
Comedian Jerry Farber was feted at a roast 
at The Punchline comedy club, next to the 
Landmark Diner, in Buckhead, to celebrate 
his 81st birthday, which is a long time to 
be telling the same jokes. And some of his 
lines are even older than that, since he’s 
been stealing material (something we of 
course would never do) since Milton Berle 
and Henny Youngman started leaving it 
unguarded.
 That’s one reason Jerry is known to 
do a lot of “adult humor” — all his jokes 
are at least 21 years old. But, like the 
Grand Canyon, some of his lines could be 
described as “old, but still a good crack.”
 There is one thing we’d like to say 

— largely due to clean living and healthy 
habits, Jerry definitely does not look 81. 

Yeah, we’d like to 
say that, but we have 
to admit that he looks 
every day of 81, and 
his lifestyle should 
have killed him years 
ago.
 Jerry says he’s 
proud to be the oldest 
Jew in Georgia who 
doesn’t own any real 
estate.
 And it’s no 

wonder, since Jerry has been married three 
times — once seriously, and twice severely, 
as he likes to say — and he compares his 
marriages to a deck of cards: you start out 
with two hearts and a diamond, and end up 
wanting a club and a spade.
 Jerry is now living in and loving 
Columbus, works a nightclub called The 
Loft, which he says is perhaps oldest 
comedy room in Georgia, and plays the 
piano at a Mabella’s Italian Steakhouse. The 
boarding house Jerry lives in is so old, the 
Gideon Bible has only an Old Testament.
 Last time we saw him playing the 
piano, he got three requests: please take a 
break, stop the music, and get the heck out 
of here.
 If ever you’re in Columbus, look Jerry 
up.

RABBI SHMULY SPEAKS AT THE 
TEMPLE. The renowned author and 
speaker Rabbi Shmuly Yanklowitz is the 
most recent lecturer in The Montag Family 
Speaker Series, at The Temple. He lived up 
to his reputation of being, in the words of 
attorney Ben Shapiro, whom we saw there, 
“one of the most dynamic speakers you will 
ever hear.”
 (Ben is often confused with the brilliant 
and acclaimed conservative writer and 
speaker of the same name, but our Ben goes 
to some lengths to point out that he is “the 
Ben Shapiro,” not the other guy.)
 Also spotted at the talk was Humane 
Society of the United States exec Debra 
Berger, who observed that the rabbi is hugely 
revered in the animal protection community 
for his advocacy of kindness to animals as 
an important mitzvah of Judaism.
 Rabbi Shmuly was introduced by 
Temple Rabbi Lydia Medwin, there with 
her energetic kids, along with Senior Rabbi 
Peter Berg, no doubt collecting anecdotes 
for his sermons, as he too loves to tell 
allegorical stories.
 Rabbi Shmuly is a great speaker, very 
eloquent and provocative, and he really 
makes you think. He began by discussing 
Jewish conversational patterns, quoting 
a rabbi who began a speech by saying, 
“Before I speak, there are a few things I’d 
like to say.”
 He noted that Jews tend to be very 
argumentative, citing a newspaper article 
of a few years ago on the last two Jews in 
Afghanistan — they were not on speaking 
terms.
 He went on to point out, on an optimistic 

Martha Jo Katz

Sam Massell 
(photo: Byron 
Small, Atlanta 
Business 
Chronicle)

Jerry Farber 
(photo: Peter 
Polites)
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note, that those of us living in 21st-century 
America have it better than anyone in 
human history, in almost every way.
 One of the rabbi’s most thought-
provoking discussions centered on the 
often controversial Professor Peter Singer’s 
assertion that if you go to Starbucks and 
spend $3 on a cup of coffee, you have 
committed “murder.” This is because, he 
says, for the same price you could go on 
the Internet and buy an anti-mosquito net to 
protect an African child from malaria.
 While there is validity to this point, 
the fact is that by buying that expensive 
cup of coffee, you are providing wages and 
employment to working persons, helping 
them feed and shelter their families, and 
allowing the company to prosper, expand, 
and hire more people, thereby improving 
and perhaps saving many lives, some of 
whom will donate to various charities, 
including African relief.
 So, however you come down on this 
issue, it is certainly not a simple, black-and-
white decision. Perhaps this will help the 
rabbi to better enjoy his cup of coffee next 
time.
 Rabbi Shmuly is the author of eleven 
books on Jewish spirituality, social justice, 

From page 3

Happening and ethics. His most 
recent book, Pirkei 
Avot: A Social Justice 
Commentary, was 
published by CCAR 
Press in 2018.
 Rabbi Dr. 
Shmuly Yanklowitz 
is the president and 
dean of Valley Beit 
Midrash, founder and 

CEO of The Shamayim V’Aretz Institute, 
and founder and president of YATOM: The 
Jewish Foster & Adoption Network. Rabbi 
Shmuly, his wife Shoshana, and their four 
children live in Scottsdale, Arizona.
 The Forward has named him one of 
The Most Inspiring Rabbis in America and 
one of the 50 Most Influential Jews, and he 
truly provided The Temple with unique and 
enriching lectures during his stay here.

TAX EXPERT JAY STARKMAN. 
Sometimes when reading The Wall Street 

Journal articles on 
taxes, we see brilliant 
quotes from Atlantan 
Jay Starkman, one of 
the most renowned, 
distinguished, and 
respected tax experts 
anywhere, who also 
has great modesty that 
sets him apart from 
almost everyone else 

in the field.
 With all the talk now about raising 
top tax rates, the latest contribution by Jay 
is found in Laura Sanders’ article, “Tax 
tricks of the rich and famous — America’s 
wealthiest have long found ways to avoid 
paying the top rate.”
 Jay’s book, The Sex of a Hippopotamus: 
A Unique History of Taxes and Accounting 

is full of tax 
stories. The 
Wall Street 
Journal called 
it “the only 
readable book 
about taxes.” 
It reveals 
a m a z i n g 
s t o r i e s 
about such 
celebrities as 
Jack Benny, 
R o n a l d 
Reagan, Bing 

Crosby, Bette Davis, Errol Flynn, and 
President Eisenhower, the shenanigans they 
went through to avoid taxes, and the trouble 
it caused.
 And Jay’s website, starkman.com, is 
a treasure of resources on tax information, 
with articles by Jay, tax humor, and links 
to a wealth of other material. It’s a must 
for taxpayers, lawyers, accountants, 
researchers, and anyone interested in good 
stories about the history of taxes.
 Jay has been honored with the 
accounting profession’s highest award in 
the area of taxation, and the publication 
Tax Analysts named Jay a runner-up 2011 
Tax Person of the Year. The Georgia House 

of Representatives recognized his service 
to the state with a special resolution; The 
Georgia Society of CPAs awarded him 
its Distinguished Member Award; CPA 
Magazine named him one of the Top 50 IRS 
Representation Practitioners, and he has 
been named a FIVE STAR: Best in Client 
Satisfaction Wealth Manager in Atlanta 
Magazine for six years in a row.
 We often think of Jay when we hear 
people complaining about the new Trump 
tax cut; the new law could have been so much 
better, simpler, and easier to understand if 
only the drafters of it had consulted Jay.

THE TEMPLE EXPANDS ITS EARLY 
LEARNING PROGRAM. Rabbis Peter 
Berg and Steven Rau tell us exclusively that 
The Temple is embarking on an exciting 
expansion of its Weinberg Early Learning 
Center (WELC), now in its 15th year. 
 In recent years, as work patterns have 
changed and more and more families have 
become dual-income, WELC, for toddlers 
through pre-K, has extended its hours and 
is now open 7:30 a.m.-6:00 p.m. While 
children can attend for a full day, as at a 
day care center, WELC remains primarily 
a preschool, dedicated to early childhood 
learning and development, with emphasis 
on academics and developmental growth.
  Its educational philosophy is “play-
based, child-centered, with an emphasis 
on Judaics, as well as incorporating other 
educational elements into its program.”
 Importantly, it also promotes health 
and wellness from an early age, with a 
healthy snack program and lots of active 
exercise and play on a new state-of-the-art 
playground and equipment.
  In August, the WELC will also begin 
enrolling infants as young as three months, 
stating that “the play-based, child-centered 
curriculum will include baby sign language, 
Judaics, infant yoga, music, art, science, and 
motion, as well as story-time, with a three-
to-one student to teacher ratio.”
 Finally, current WELC Director Annetta 
Kornblum, having gotten everything 
working with precision, will retire this May. 
The program is now searching for a new 
director.

Children at The Temple’s Weinberg 
Early Learning Center 

JANICE ROTHSCHILD BLUMBERG’S 
BIRTHDAY. Bill Rothschild, son of the 
lovely and delightful Janice Rothschild 
Blumberg, threw a 95th birthday party for 
her at The Temple. As expected, the food 
was delicious, the guests interesting, the 
conversations stimulating, the remarks 
brilliant, the repartee witty, and Janice 
dazzling. A good time was had by all.

Miles and Elaine Alexander, Janice 
Rothschild Blumberg, and Marilyn 
Pearlman (photos: Marilyn Pearlman)

Mark and Judith Taylor

Anne Abrams, Norman Asher, and 
Helen Regenstein

Rabbi Peter Berg and Linda Selig

Sandra Gordy and Sam Massell

Lon and Debbie Neese

Rabbi Shmuly

Jay Starkman
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1882: SEDER WITH THE PRINCES

 Spring 1882 in Jerusalem was bleak. 
The rains had failed, the city’s cisterns were 
empty, and the water-carriers were charging 
exorbitant prices. In Russia, pogroms 
were raging. Eliezer Ben Yehuda in 
HaHavatzelet wrote, “How can we rejoice 
[this month of Adar] when our brothers and 
sisters in Russia are suffering persecution 
and slaughter? Surely the freedom of the 
Pessah season must somehow shed its light 
on the tyranny of the Russian rulers.”
 Meantime, the haluka money usually 
sent to Jerusalem’s needy was redirected 
to Russia’s imperiled Jews, and many 
Jerusalemites could not afford matzo. 
HaHavatzelet editor Dov Frumkin bought 
up quantities of matzo, which he sold at 
two piastres per three kilos, far below cost, 
to “a mob of vociferating old ladies, ready 
to bestow, as occasion may serve, streams 
of benedictions or volleys or curses.”
 Late in March, however, the city was 
cheered by the news that among the 10,000 
Christian pilgrims expected in Jerusalem 
would be Queen Victoria’s grandsons — 
Albert Victor and George. 
 The princes steamed into Jaffa on 
March 28, six days before Pessah. From 
there, they took three days to reach 
Jerusalem, stopping at Ramle, Latrun, 
and Nebi Samuel. Jerusalem governor 
Reouf Pasha and the Pasha of Damascus 
welcomed them to the city. Tents were 
pitched for the princes near where the 
Rockefeller Museum stands today, and 
where their father had camped on his visit 
20 years earlier. 
 Like any pilgrims, the princes 
visited the Church of the Holy Sepulcher, 
Greek and Armenian churches, French 
monasteries, the Via Dolorosa, and Western 
Wall. At midnight, the village of Mishkenot 
Shaananim was illuminated in their honor, 
per the instructions of Moses Montefiore. 
 Monday evening, April 3, was the first 
night of Pessah. Through British consul 
Noel Temple Moore, the princes asked if 
they could attend a Seder. It was arranged 
that the Hacham Bashi, Sephardi Chief 
Rabbi Raphael Panigel, host the young 
royals. In the salon of Rabbi Panigel’s 
Jewish Quarter home, where the Seder 
was to be held, a dais was quickly built 
for the princes, and Dr. Thomas Chaplin, 
physician at the British Mission in 
Jerusalem, prepared for them an English 
outline of the Seder. As Rabbi Panigel read 
the Haggada aloud, stopping, according 
to custom, to explain and comment on the 
text, Dr. Chapin and Nissim Behar, head of 

the Alliance Israelite Universelle School, 
translated for the princes. 
 When he reached the section that 
reads, “Throughout all generations, our 
enemies have risen up against us in order 
to exterminate us,” Hacham Bashi Panigel 
addressed the princes directly. “In our 
own times, too, our brethren are assailed 
by cruel persecutions in certain countries, 
but the great English nation, the illustrious 
royal family, and the wise ministers of the 
Queen — may G-d protect and aggrandize 
them — have manifested their sympathy for 
the unhappy victims… It is this sympathy 
which reassures us and them in the time of 
our deep affliction. Yes, it is indeed a great 
and noble nation which never closes its ear 
to the voice of oppression and persecution.”
 The princes tasted the matzo, maror 
and haroset, particularly enjoying the 
matzo. At the end of Seder, an aide to 
the Hacham Bashi Rabbi Shaul Eliashar 
intoned a hymn he had composed in honor 
of the princes’ visit, and was followed by 
prayers for the British royal family. The 
princes thanked their host, assuring him 
they would never forget the evening. Rabbi 
Panigel cabled Sir Moses Monefiore after 
Yom Tov: “I treated them according to their 
high rank. They evinced pleasure in the 
ceremony. Expressed themselves highly 
gratified.”
 Albert Victor died young. George 
ascended the throne in his place as King 
George V. Forty years after his Old City 
Seder, a central thoroughfare modern 
Jerusalem was named for him. 

1930s: INGATHERED NATIONS

 Several days before Pessah, the streets 
of Jerusalem were crowded with Jewish 
visitors, tourists from all over the world, 
who came to spend the festival in the Land 
of Israel. One was a visitor from America, 
who described what he saw in letters home. 
 “The streets are lively, and in the 
specifically Jewish streets, in Mea 
Shearim and the Old City, the bustle of the 
approaching Holiday is great indeed. [At 
the Wailing Wall] there are pious Jerusalem 
Jews, wearing their flat fur-edged caps 

and multi-colored cloaks. There are the 
Sephardic Jews, with their rabbis and 
judges, wearing turbans on their heads. And 
there are the Bukharan Jews wearing their 
purple cloaks; there are Caucasian Jews 
looking as though they were Cossacks, with 
Cossack headgear and wide breeches... 
Those who have come from the Emek and 
perhaps from faraway Galilee are dressed 
in clean white blouses. And then, of course, 
there are the various types of women, in 
their characteristic garb.
 “[During the intermediate days of 
Passover] the children of the city and the 
visiting youth wore their Holiday clothing 
as they marched, as they sang, as they 
enjoyed this annual pilgrimage festival. 
How wonderful to see the fresh faces of the 
next generation of Jews from the homeland. 
Perhaps one day after all the problems are 
solved, from this new generation will arise 
the leaders of a Jewish nation.”

1948: FREEDOM AND INDEPENDENCE

 Zipporah Porath, a Hebrew University 
student, Haganah volunteer, and later a 
nurse, described Pessah 1948 in Jerusalem 
in letters to her family in the U.S.
 Seder night “was a wonderful evening, 
a huge full moon floating in a bathtub of 
blue, with little sparklers of stars hovering 
close by. The Mediterranean sky defies 
description… at eye level, all this beauty 
is silhouetted against stark earthy rock and 
rugged hills.” With a friend, she walked to 
Rehavia from her Kiryat Moshe apartment 
“experiencing unexpected quiet… not a 
shot to be heard the whole way.” As they 
walked, they greeted “mutual friends 
and sang loudly, and waved to people on 
balconies waiting for guests. The main 
guests in town were the hundred drivers who 
had brought the last convoy before Pessah 
into Jerusalem. They were separated from 
their families this Seder night, but having 
helped provide Jerusalemites with food 
for the holiday, were warmly welcomed 
everywhere.”
 Their invitation was to a Sephardi 
Seder. The reigning matriarch was a 
grandmother whose hand everyone kissed 

after Kiddush. Important passages of the 
Haggada were translated into Ladino for 
her. “Whenever the conversation lapsed 
into Ladino, the children, little chauvinists, 
were genuinely upset and demanded that 
only Hebrew be spoken… The herbs were 
truly bitter, plucked from the fields like the 
greens we now eat with our daily fare…”
 To eat, there was mallow, a spinach-
like vegetable, which grew prolifically 
in the open meadows around Jerusalem. 
Nutritionists had discovered that mallow 
had highly edible properties, cooked and 
raw. To Zipporah, the haroset tasted just 
like mortar.
 “The afikoman was placed in a napkin, 
its ends tied in a knot, and passed to each 
person at the table, who each slung it over a 
shoulder and held it there to symbolize how 
the Jews carried their belongings out of 
Egypt. When it fell into the hands of one of 
the children, it miraculously disappeared, 
and was only forfeited against the promise 
of a book.”
 It was still early when Zipporah 
got back to her home in Kiryat Moshe. 
She decided to visit Professsor and Mrs. 
Louis Guttman in the nearby Mekasher 
neighborhood. There, Seder festivities 
were still underway. “Professor Guttman 
was using a Reconstructionist Haggada 
and a number of American students were 
present. They had a chicken smuggled 
into Jerusalem by a convoy driver. He 
had offered it to another family, who had 
rejected it because they were unsure of 
its kashrut.” They even had four shmura 
matzos. Mea She’arim’s matzo bakeries 
had been busy those first weeks of April 
1948, as every other year, with a poster 
announcing that individuals could bake 
their own matzo any time of the day or 
night in an alleyway off Mea She’arim 
Street. 
 The Guttmans’ neighbors, Bea and 
Jerry Renov, from the American South — 
she from Atlanta, Georgia, and he from 
Shreveport, Louisiana — also vividly 
recalled the Seder they held that April Friday 
night in their home. “We’d invited other 
Atlantans — Frieda and Dave Macarov 
(later Professor David Macarov), another 
couple and a single fellow whom we’d met 
at the university. We each brought food, 
so by pooling, we had special fare for the 
Seder.” Bea recalls the menu: “two carrots, 
some matzo, three potatoes, wine, and 
100 grams of frozen meat... what a special 
feeling it was to celebrate the festival of 
freedom, living with the hope that our own 
homeland would soon be independent.” 

This article is reprinted from The 
Jerusalem Post, with permission.

Pessah In Jerusalem: 1882, 1935, and 1948
BY David
     Geffen

Queen Victoria’s grandsons — Albert 
Victor and George

Zipporah Porath

Pessah and Jerusalem have been constants of Jewish life for thousands 
of years. Pessah in Jerusalem, however, has taken many different forms. 
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OLYMPIC GOLD MEDALIST 
PODKOPAYEVA JOINS MJCCA AS 
GYMNASTICS COACH. Ukrainian 
Olympic gold medalist Liliya Podkopayeva 
has accepted the position of team coach for 
The Marcus Jewish Community Center of 
Atlanta’s (MJCCA) Perimeter Gymnastics 
competitive teams. 
 “We are thrilled to introduce Liliya as 
a new coach in our gymnastics program,” 
said MJCCA Perimeter Gymnastics Director 
Stacey Harris. “Liliya was an exceptional 
gymnast — her routines were artistically 
beautiful and powerful. She brings years 
of both competing in gymnastics and 
coaching experience to our program. We are 
pleased to welcome a coach with her level 
of experience and expertise to our MJCCA 
family.”
 Originally from Donetsk, Ukraine, 
Liliya has an extensive competitive resumé. 
Liliya competed at the 1993, 1994, and 1995 
World Championships, as well as the 1994 
Goodwill Games. She won the all around 
at both the 1994 Goodwill Games and the 
1995 World Championships. At the 1996 
Olympics in Atlanta, Liliya won the all-
around final with a score of 39.255. She also 

won the floor exercise gold medal as well 
as a silver medal on the balance beam.
 Liliya was named to the Ukrainian 
team for the 1997 World Championships. 
However, injuries precluded her from 
competing  and, later, to retire. She has 
twice appeared on Ukraine’s “Dancing 
with the Stars,” winning the competition 
in 2007. She was inducted into the 
International Gymnastics Hall of Fame 
in 2008. Liliya now lives with her two 
children in Atlanta and looks forward to 
sharing her gymnastics experience with 
Perimeter Gymnastics.
 In addition to the Perimeter 
Gymnastics competitive teams, the 
MJCCA provides gymnastics classes for all 
ages, including Crawlers and Tots classes, 
Youth (elementary through high school), 
early childhood recreational classes, adult 
gymnastics, camps, birthday parties, and 
private lessons.
 With 7,000 square feet of dedicated 
space and top-of-the-line Olympic 
gymnastics equipment in the Besser 
Gymnastics Pavilion, participants train in 
all four events — vault, bars, beam, and 
floor exercise. The MJCCA strives for each 

participant to enjoy gymnastics while safely 
developing skills.
 For more information, call 678-812-
4045, or visit atlantajcc.org/gymnastics.

Liliya Podkopayeva (photo: Jennifer 
Sami)

HARRIS JACOBS DREAM RUN. The 
26th Annual Harris Jacobs Dream Run/Walk 
(HJDR) is Sunday, May 5, at 8:00 a.m. The 
community is invited to run or walk in its 
family-friendly 5K road race, which begins 
and ends at the Marcus Jewish Community 
Center of Atlanta’s (MJCCA) Zaban Park 
Campus, 5342 Tilly Mill Road, Dunwoody, 
30338.
 “We are thrilled to invite the runners 
and walkers of all experience levels to join 
us on May 5 for our 26th Annual Harris 
Jacobs Dream Run,” said MJCCA CEO 
Jared Powers. “Feel free to bring friends, 
neighbors, and co-workers to enjoy this 
fun 5K road race/walk through beautiful 
Dunwoody neighborhoods. Then, stay for 
family-friendly post-race activities. It’s a 
great day for all ages.”
 The Harris Jacobs Dream Run, created 
26 years ago, honors the memory of a past 
president of the MJCCA and influential 
member of the Atlanta Jewish community, 
Harris Jacobs. Proceeds support the 
MJCCA’s Blonder Family Department for 
Special Needs, a unique and welcoming 
home where individuals of all backgrounds 
and abilities can socialize, learn, grow, and 
deepen their connections to one another and 
the community.

  The popular community event features 
a 5K Road Race/Walk that follows a 
certified course, and post-race activities 
including an awards ceremony, Atlanta 
Hawks Flight Crew, a rock climbing wall, 
sports fun with Maccabi, children’s games 
and crafts, ambulance and police car tours, 
complimentary massages, giveaways from 
HJDR’s generous sponsors, and more.
 The HJDR course is a 2020 Peachtree 
Road Race qualifier, allowing runners to 
use their time to qualify for a start wave in 
the 2020 Road Race; all participants will 
be chip-timed. Participants will receive a 
T-shirt.
 Race/Walk fees are $25 for adults 
through April 26; $30 after April 26; $35 on 
Race Day; and $15 for children under 12. 
The fee for Phantom Runners is $30. The 
Team Challenge discount is $5 off each 
registration for teams of five or more.
 There will be no HJDR parking at the 
MJCCA; the MJCCA’s main lot closes at 
7:00 a.m. on May 5. All parking will be at 
the Georgia State University Student lot on 
Womack, adjacent to Berman Commons. 
Shuttle service runs from 6:15-10:00 a.m.
 Packet pickup is Thursday, May 2, from 
5:00-9:00 p.m. at Dick’s Sporting Goods, 
Dunwoody location, and Friday, May 3, 
9:30 a.m.-1:30 p.m., at the MJCCA’s Zaban 
Park Campus.
 For more information, visit atlantajcc.
org/HJDR or call 678-812-3981.

GORSETMAN RECEIVES AWARD. 
Talya Gorsetman, director of the MJCCA’s 
Lisa F. Brill Institute for Jewish Learning 
(which includes the Florence Melton School 
of Adult Jewish Learning) was presented 
with the Director’s Award for Excellence 
in Sustained Growth & Innovation, at the 
24th Annual International Melton Directors 
Conference, in Boca Raton, Florida. 
 The MJCCA’s Brill Institute for Jewish 
Learning, Atlanta’s largest adult Jewish 
education program, offers classes to more 
than 450 students at MJCCA’s Zaban Park 
and partner locations Congregation Etz 
Chaim, Intown Chabad, Age Well, The 
Center for Israel Education, The Temple, 
Young Israel of Toco Hills, Congregation 
Beth Shalom, Atlanta Jewish Academy, 
Temple Sinai, Congregation B’nai Torah, 
Congregation Shearith Israel, Congregation 
Bet Haverim, The Weber School, and 
Osher Lifelong Learning Institute at Emory 

 MJCCA News

Harris Jacobs Dream Run 
(photo: courtesy of MJCCA)
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Sisters 9, and Siren: Peisonoe); Hannah 
Keen (Siren: Thelxiepeia and Ensemble); 
Sadie Levy (Andrews Sister and Ensemble); 
Evan Nodvin (Tubes and Ensemble); 
Cynthia Outman (Euterpe and Sisters 9); 
Patrick Robinson (Sonny); Katie Rouille 
(Aphrodite and Ensemble); Michael Silver 
(Tubes and Ensemble); Ali Sims (Hera and 
Ensemble); Jesse Thomas-Durden (Kira and 
Sisters 9); Margaret Whitley (Urania and 
Sisters 9); Bess Winebarger (Melpomene 
and Sisters 9); Marc Wollam (Danny); Sean 
Wyatt (Hermes and Ensemble); Googie 
Uterhardt (Polyhymnia and Sisters 9); and 
Mark Benator, Todd Besmertnik, Thomas 
Blackwell, Evan Dewey, Jenny Fluker, 
David Grayson, Robert Grollman, Davey 
Kilbourne, Emery Matthews, Michael 
Morie, Mike Pelta, and Carmine Vara 
(Esemble).

Michelle Cristal (Calliope), Bess 
Winebarger (Melpomene), Patrick 
Robinson (Sonny), and Jesse 
Thomas-Durden (Kira)

University. Courses are taught by some of 
Georgia’s most outstanding Jewish scholars, 
rabbis, and educators, with a range of 
daytime and evening options.
 “Talya was specifically lauded for the 
work she has done to sustain the growth of 
her Melton community of learners and the 
innovative ideas she brings to her work,” said 
Rabbi Rachel Bovitz, executive director of 
the Florence Melton School of Adult Jewish 
Learning. The Melton School, a project of 
the Hebrew University of Jerusalem, was 
established in 1987. It is the largest global 
pluralistic adult Jewish education network, 
with Melton Schools in the U.S., Canada, 
U.K., Australia, and South Africa.
 “Talya inspires her peers — Melton 
directors from around the world — with 
her innovative ideas, such as offering 
Melton’s Jewish Denominations course in a 
cross-denominational format with students 
and faculty representing the spectrum 
of religious affiliation within the Jewish 
community,” said Rabbi Bovitz.
 “Talya deeply believes in Melton 
learning and has seen how it impacts the 
lives of her students,” said Hope Chernak, 
MJCCA’s chief program officer. “She 
continues to develop new ideas to reach 
different audiences of Jewish adults and 
bring them into her learning community. 
Talya and her staff provide the community 
with exciting courses, taught by gifted 
teachers.
 “The Lisa F. Brill Institute for Jewish 
Learning provides an environment 
which encourages open discussion and 
engagement,” continues Chernak. “Our 
learning environment is text-based, 

pluralistic, relevant, and is designed for 
people of all ages and denominations. This 
award that Talya has received exemplifies 
the growth and innovation that this 
department has seen by positively and 
inclusively enlightening people who are 
interested in exploring their Judaism.”
 For more information about the 
MJCCA’s Lisa F. Brill Institute for Jewish 
Learning, call 678-812-4153, e-mail brill.
institute@atlantajcc.org, or visit atlantajcc.
org/brill.

JERRY’S HABIMA THEATRE 
PRESENTS XANADU, JR. Jerry’s Habima 
Theatre, Georgia’s only theatrical company 
directed and produced by professionals 

featuring actors with special needs, recently 
presented its 26th production, Xanadu, JR. 
The MJCCA’s Jerry’s Habima Theatre has 
received several prestigious honors in recent 
years, including the Spirit of Suzi Bass 
Award; it is also a three-time recipient of the 
National Endowment for the Arts Challenge 
America Grant. 
 For 26 seasons, Jerry’s Habima 
Theatre, produced under the auspices of 
the MJCCA’s Blonder Family Department 
for Special Needs, has brought together 
professional actors from the community and 
talented adult actors with special needs to 
present a musical theatrical production to 
sell-out audiences and much acclaim. 
 “Making art is a journey that includes 
overcoming obstacles and staying positive,” 
explains Rachel Fox Weitz, chair of Jerry’s 
Habima Theatre’s 26th production. “This 
message is loud and clear in this lighthearted, 
campy combination of classic ‘80s tunes 
and Greek mythology. Audiences rooted for 
the power of the arts, the inspiration of love 
— all while singing along to ‘I’m Alive,’ 
‘Xanadu,’ ‘Magic,’ and many more.”
 Cast members included Mark Boehm 
(Tubes and Ensemble); Bayley Bristow 
(Siren: Molpe and Ensemble); Jared Brodie 
(Centaur and Ensemble); Taryn Carmona 
(Andrews Sister and Ensemble); Bill 
Connell (Tubes and Ensemble); Michelle 
Cristal (Calliope and Sisters 9); Linda 
Danzig (Medusa and Ensemble); Luke 
Davis (Zeus and Ensemble); Julia Ervin 
(Thetis, Andrews Sister, and Ensemble); 
Philip Flores (Muse: Thalia, Sisters 9, and 
Cyclopes); Martha Haythorn (Muse: Erato 
and Sisters 9); Courtney Jones (Terpischore, 

Rabbi Rachel Bovitz presents the 
Director’s Award to Talya Gorsetman. 
(photo: courtesy of the MJCCA)

 Hot on the heels of the Atlanta Jewish 
Film Festival (AJFF), Congregation Or 
Hadash, in Sandy Springs, is presenting its 
second annual Jewish-Latino Film Series 
(Cine Latino Judio), March 31-April 6. The 
series, open to the general public, showcases 
five films from Latin 
America, concluding 
with last year’s AJFF 
acclaimed closing night 
film, The Last Suit. 
 Guest speakers 
will introduce each film 
and provide historical 
context. Or Hadash’s 
husband-and-wife (and 
native Argentinean) 
team of Rabbi Mario 
Karpuj and Rabbi Dr. 
Analia Bortz will be 
on hand after each film 
to moderate Q & A’s 
and share their personal 
reflections.
 The series will include:
 Sunday, March 31, 4:00 p.m. — Movie 
and Pizza Night, featuring The Year My 
Parents Went on Vacation (English subtitles, 
2006). Appropriate for middle-schoolers 
and older.
 Tuesday, April 2, 7:30 p.m. — Nora’s 
Will (English subtitles, 2008).

 Wednesday, April 3, 7:30 p.m. — A 
Kiss to the Land (English subtitles, 2015).
 Thursday, April 4, 7:30 p.m. — God’s 
Slave (English subtitles, 2015).
 Saturday, April 6, 6:30 p.m. — Dinner 
and a Movie, featuring The Last Suit 

(English subtitles, 2017). A 
festive Latino-style dinner 
and wine bar begins at 7:00 
p.m. Havdalah begins at 
8:15 p.m. followed by the 
movie at 8:30 p.m. There 
will be a post-screening 
dessert oneg at 10:00 p.m. 
Reservations are required by 
Monday, April 1.
 All screenings will take 
place at Congregation Or 
Hadash, 7460 Trowbridge 
Road, in Sandy Springs, 
and are open to the public. 
Reservations can be made at 
BIT.LY/COH-JLFS-2A.

 Doors open 30 minutes prior to all 
screening times, except Saturday, when 
doors will open at 6:30 p.m. Admission is 
$10/person or $18/family on Sunday; $5/
person Tuesday-Thursday, and $30/person 
Saturday. (RSVP by Monday, April 1 
required for Saturday event.) Admission to 
the entire series is $50/person. A $5 security 
fee is included for each movie.

Congregation Or Hadash presents its second annual Jewish-Latino Film Series

The Year My 
Parents Went on 
Vacation

The Last Suit
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625 or higher. The applicant may provide 
a recent credit score and report. An 
applicant may choose to provide a qualified 
guarantor in lieu of disclosing credit and 
other financial information.
 • If the applicant files taxes jointly, the 
application to JIFLA must be submitted 
jointly.
 • Once approved and disbursed, 
minimal monthly loan payments will be 
set, with the balance to be paid in full 
by October 31 of the following year. 
This allows for extension and tax refund 
processing.
 • JIFLA will disburse the ALEF 
payments to the borrower or directly to 
ALEF if preferred. If the applicant pays to 
ALEF directly, JIFLA will issue payment 
to the applicant upon proof of payment to 
ALEF.

 • Subsequent loans may not be 
approved until the original loan is paid in 
full.
 For more information on applying for 
an ALEF loan from JIFLA, visit JIFLA.org, 
call 470-268-5665, or e-mail FreeLoan@
JIFLA.org.

WOMEN’S EMPOWERMENT INITI-
ATIVE. JIFLA is launching a new Women’s 
Empowerment Initiative.
 Laura Kahn, JIFLA’s president, 
explained the rationale underlying this 

initiative: “Many 
JIFLA borrowers 
are already single 
women or moms 
struggling to make 
ends meet or simply 
looking to improve 
the quality of life 
for their family. A 
single bump in the 
road can send them 
off a financial cliff. 

An interest-free loan provides them with 
the financial cushion they need to sleep at 
night.”
 JIFLA loans have historically been 

used for a myriad 
of reasons, 
including housing, 
healthcare, life 
cycle events, 
adoption and 
fertility, special 
needs, and 
p r o f e s s i o n a l 
d e v e l o p m e n t . 
Nancy Weissmann, 
JIFLA’s executive 

director, notes, “Each loan we have made 
over the years has made a big difference 
in the lives of the recipient families. Not 
only are our borrowers able to navigate 
their financial issues, but they also have 
a tremendous feeling of accomplishment 
when their loans are repaid in full.” Ms. 
Weissmann emphasized the importance 
of these loan repayments. “The fact is, 
when these loans are repaid, that money is 
then recycled into new loans, which allow 
JIFLA to help improve the life of another 
Jewish family.”
 The JIFLA board and the organization’s 
financial supporters recognize that this 
Women’s Empowerment Initiative is 
a critical piece to furthering JIFLA’s 
mission. “A number of our borrowers are 
women in the aftermath of a divorce, which 
can mean struggling to support a family, 
pay legal bills, or striving to better their 
career opportunities,” observed Ms. Kahn. 
“JIFLA loans help these women navigate a 
difficult transitional period.” 
 Ms. Weissmann echoed these 
sentiments. “In the short term, an interest-
free loan from JIFLA can help these 
women find much needed financial relief. 
In the longer term, it provides a route to 
sustainable financial independence and 
stability for them and their families.”
 JIFLA, a 501(c)3 tax-exempt, not-
for-profit charity, is an interest-free loan 
program that helps and supports Jewish 
people of all denominations in the Atlanta 
area. JIFLA enables fellow Jews to maintain 
financial stability in a respectful and 
dignified manner by making interest-free 
loans, thereby saving them costly interest 
payments, when they find themselves in 
financially challenging circumstances.

ALEF LOAN PILOT PROGRAM. Jewish 
Interest Free Loan of Atlanta (JIFLA) is 
piloting a new program in conjunction 
with the ALEF Fund, a Jewish Federation 
of Greater Atlanta initiative that provides 
scholarship money for pre-K through 12th-
grade students at Jewish schools. This 
program will provide interest-free loans 
to bridge the time gap between ALEF 
payments and Georgia tax refunds.
 Initial funding for this pilot program 
has been secured. As a pilot program, it will 
be limited to day schools (not preschools) 
that participate in ALEF. Applicants will 
be considered on a first come, first served 
basis.
 Applicants may submit a loan 
application to JIFLA at any time for 
processing and pre-approval. The actual 
amount of the approved loan will be 
according to the ALEF approval letter. The 
applicant will have 20 days from receipt of 
ALEF approval letter to submit a copy of 
the letter with a request for loan activation 
to JIFLA for processing. This approach will 
ensure that all available funds are utilized 
by the program.
 Loan criteria and process:
 • The maximum loan amount of this 
pilot program is $2,500 and may not exceed 
the amount specified in the ALEF approval 
letter. At this time, the pilot program does 
not extend to LLC and other business 
loans.
 • A loan guarantor will not be required.
 • The applicant credit score must be 

 JIFLA News

Laura Kahn

Nancy Weissmann

 World War II was fast approaching 
England in 1939, and we young teens in 
our English-run Public School for Girls, 
in Shanghai, China, were getting a taste of 
things to come.
 Mrs. Kay, one of our British teachers, 
came to class one day bringing skeins of 
O. D. (olive drab) wool and large knitting 
needles. “Girls,” she said, “we will help 
our RAF (Royal Air Force) pilots by 
‘Knittin’ for Britain.’ Those who can do so 
will knit the balaclava helmets for our boys 
and others will knit the scarves for them.”
 The Spitfire planes used in those days 
were open-top. Therefore, the pilots had 
to wear leather balaclavas to ward off 
the freezing cold up yonder. The name is 
derived from Balaklava, a town in Crimea, 
Russia. (The Crimean War, 1853-56, is 
known in part for the English light cavalry 

Knitting 101

Girls knitting, 1939 (photo: Judy Weightman)

BY Balfoura
   “Bo” Levine

brigade later made famous by Alfred, Lord 
Tennyson’s poem, “The Charge of the 
Light Brigade.”)
 The very artsy girls in my class were 
to knit woolen helmets that fit under the 
leather ones for extra protection against the 
freezing temperatures. I was one of the not-
so-artsy ones who needed help knitting the 
scarves.
 Mrs. Kay cast on some stitches for my 
scarf and showed me how to knit. I was 
so proud to be “Knittin’ for Britain” and 
knitted up a storm, as we would say in the 
South. Not having the vaguest idea how to 
cast off at the end of each scarf, I just kept 
on going—three, four, five feet. When Mrs. 
Kay spotted this lengthy thing in my hands, 
she said kindly, “Balfoura dear, that’s 
enough. Let me cast off the stitches for this 
scarf.”
 Now I am thinking there is one 
120-year-old RAF veteran left, with a five-
foot-long scarf that kept him warm when 
he was a pilot way back In WWII. I have 
since learned to knit and even crochet some 
pretty scarves and other items.
 And now, my usual wish for all — 
God Bless America.
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*You must take advantage of this during your first 12 months on Medicare.
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Living Our Values. Every Day.
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100% of TDSA’s 2019 Graduates Plan to Attend Jewish High School  
Building the Jewish Future One Student at a Time   

 

TDSA wishes the Atlanta community                                                      
a happy and healthy Pesach                                                     

 

1985 LaVista Road, Atlanta GA 30329 torahday.org 

 

How is Torah Day School                     
different from all                                           
other schools? 

JewishHomeLife.org 
404.351.8410 

May your care be as good as your Bubbie’s matzoh brei 
The William Breman Jewish Home 

Aviv Rehabilitation Center 
Berman Commons 
The Cohen Home 
The One Group 

The Jewish Tower 
The Zaban Tower 
Weinstein Hospice 

JHLC Medical Services 
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Tires Have a New HomeTires Have a New Home

Major Brands
Professional Installation

Major Brands
Professional Installation

Most cars and non-commercial light trucks. 
TPMS reset not included. 

Repairs within RMA Guidelines. See Store for Details.
Valid at participating locations.

Free Tire Repair

The Board of 
Trustees

www.ajcatlanta.org

On Passover and always, 
may we rejoice in our 

traditions. May the 
triumph of liberty and 

religious freedom central 
to the Passover story 
always prevail – here  
at home and around  

the world.
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 Jewish tradition dictates that at the 
Seder on Pesach, we must remember and 
retell the story of the Exodus from Egypt as 
if we, too, experienced the miracles that G-d 
performed. This challenging yet meaningful 
custom, drilled into our heads as children 
and retold to our children as adults, adds 
a layer of significance to the holiday not 
found in many others. 
 Like most other Jewish celebrations, 
Pesach offers an opportunity to recall a 
momentous occasion in Jewish history. 
On Chanukah, we remember the valiant 
Maccabees fight against the Greeks. On 
Purim, the Megillah reminds us of Esther’s 
bravery in saving the Jewish people from 
Haman’s wrath. Pesach adds an additional 

The Passover connection and JScreen
BY Lilly
     Gelman

level of meaning, as we attempt to place 
ourselves in that historic moment of the 
Exodus. This unique aspect of Pesach and 
the message it sends provide us with a 
special opportunity to actively participate in 
the Exodus from Egypt.
 Ahad Ha’am, one of the most 
influential Zionist thinkers in history, once 
said that national freedom is “a people’s 
inner freedom to cultivate its abilities along 
the beaten path of its history.” The Exodus 
from Egypt served as the historic marker 
to the Bnei Yisrael’s national formation. 
Once free, Bnei Yisrael were able to take 
control of their own freedom, building 
a nation under the guidance of G-d in the 
desert, as they made their way to the Land 
of Israel. Retelling and reenacting this story 
on Pesach allows us the opportunity to take 
part in the continuing creation of the Jewish 
people. 
 While Pesach allows us to actively 
shape our history — and, in living our daily 
lives, we are constantly shaping the present 
— what we can do to concretely impact 
the future often remains distant and out of 

reach. JScreen, however, has cultivated 
the opportunity for members of the Jewish 
community, as well as many others across 
America, to push our future in a positive 
direction. 
 JScreen (jscreen.org) is a national 
at-home genetic screening program that 
offers convenient and affordable testing for 
more than 200 genetic diseases common in 
Ashkenazi, Sephardi, and Mizrahi groups, 
and in the general population. The test is for 
singles and couples (engaged or married) 
who are planning to have children someday. 
The program provides screening and genetic 
counseling that helps them take the first step 

to help ensure the health of their future 
families. We know that 80% of children 
born with a genetic disease are born to 
parents unaware of any family history of that 
disease, making screening before pregnancy 
important for everyone. 
 Not only will JScreen offer you comfort 
and peace of mind for today, it will help 
ensure a healthier tomorrow. The test offers 
you the unique opportunity to play an active 
role in the future of the Jewish people. So 
this Pesach, while we retell the story to be 
a part of the past, consider JScreen and all 
the good you could be doing to positively 
influence the future. 

By Jonathan Barach

MUSIC TO OUR EARS. The 
Callanwolde Concert Band holds its 
spring concert, “A Musical Passport 
to Europe,” March 31, 3:00 pm, at 
Heritage Hall in Congregation Beth 
Jacob Synagogue, 1855 Lavista Road. 
Conductor/Music Director Glenn Moore 
will be joined by Assistant Conductors 
Kurt Wackerly and Stan Kramer. The 
program features The Italian in Algiers 
by Rossini; British 8th by Elliott; An 
American in Paris by Gershwin; Water 
Music Suite by Handel; Irish Tune 
From County Derry by Grainger, and 
more. Admission is free; donations are 
welcome. For more information, visit 
calcb.org, or call Jack Shenk at 404-
634-4372.

TORAHS AND TRAILS. Heritage of 
Sandy Springs presents an author event 
featuring Margery Diamond on April 
3, 6:30-7:30 p.m. She will discuss her 
book Torah and Trails, a photographic 
trail guide for integrating Judaism and 
Jewish history with environmental 
awareness and an appreciation of nature. 
Diamond’s award-winning images are 
on exhibit throughout the United States 
and Israel, and she is published in 
several national and regional magazines. 
The event is free and takes place in the 
Community Room at the Heritage Sandy 
Springs administrative building, 6110 
Blue Stone Road. For more information, 
visit heritagesandysprings.org.

AJA DINNER OF HONOR. Atlanta 
Jewish Academy will honor Shirley and 
Perry Brickman at its Dinner of Honor 
on April 8, 5:00 p.m., at the Dunwoody 
Country Club. Teachers of the Year 
Catherine Brand and Beth Intro, and 
Volunteer of the Year Erica Katz will 
also be honored. For more information 
and reservations, visit tinyurl.com/
AJAhonor19, or call Sheli Feldman at 
678-298-5344.

9 STRING THEORY AT CONGREGA-
TION SHEARITH ISRAEL. 9 String 
Theory, the unique musical collaboration 
of domra virtuoso Angelina 
Galashenkova-Reed and award-winning 
classical guitarist John Huston, will 
present a concert on April 14, at 2:00 
p.m. The finest instrumental music 
from around the world finds new life 
in their unique musical collaboration, 
as they perform music of great variety 
and intense virtuosity, evoking musical 
traditions both ancient and modern, 
sharing the world’s diverse musical 
cultures. Congregation Shearith Israel 
is located at 1180 University Dr., NE. 
Tickets are $5. For more information, 
contact Congregation Shearith Israel, at 
404-873-1743. 

MJCCA AUTHOR EVENTS. A Page 
from the Book Festival of the MJCCA 
will present two author events in 
April. Amor Towles, A Gentleman in 
Moscow, Thursday, April 10, 7:30 p.m. 

Tickets are $24/MJCCA members, 
$30/community (all general admission 
tickets include one trade paperback 
copy). Clea Shearer and Joanna Teplin, 
The Home Edit: A Guide to Organizing 
and Realizing Your House Goals, April 
11, 7:30 p.m., In Conversation with 
Mara Davis. Tickets are $30/MJCCA 
members, $36/community (all general 
admission tickets include one trade 
paperback copy). The events will 
take place at the MJCCA, 5342 Tilly 
Mill Road, Dunwoody. Books will be 
available for purchase from A Cappella 
Books. For information, visit atlantajcc.
org/bookfestival or call 678-812-4002.

SOBER SEDER. HAMSA and Jewish 
Family & Career Services (JF&CS) 
host the second Sober Seder, at Temple 
Sinai, on April 23. People in recovery 
and their allies are encouraged to attend 
this inclusive Seder, which celebrates 
freedom from the bondage of slavery, 
whether from the shackles of Pharaoh 
or the bonds of addiction. Rabbi Brad 
will lead a meaningful Seder without 
wine, celebrating this season of renewal 
and rebirth and exploring the many 
connections to recovery. The cost is $10 
per person and includes a traditional 
Seder dinner and dessert. Registration 
required. Visit jfcsatl.org/soberseder to 
RSVP and for more information. 

HUNGER WALK RUN 2019. Join the 
Jewish Federation of Greater Atlanta 
(JFGA) to support Jewish Atlanta in the 

fight against hunger by joining a team 
or donating to the cause at the 2019 
Hunger Walk/Run. There will be live 
entertainment, kid-zone activities, swag, 
and more. The event takes place on April 
28, at the Home Depot Backyard (near 
Mercedes-Benz Stadium). Registration 
and entertainment begins at noon. The 
5K Hunger Walk/Run starts at 2:00 
p.m. and ends at 4:00 p.m. For more 
information, e-mail Jessica Segal at 
jsegal@jewishatlanta.org.

CONEXX GALA. The Conexx Gala 
celebrate Conexx’s 18th year, May 21, 
6:00-9:00 p.m., at the Atlanta History 
Center. This year’s theme is Witnessing 
Tomorrow’s Technology Today. The 
dinner and awards reception focuses 
on the people and companies who have 
contributed most to the Southeast-Israel 
economic and business relationship. The 
event includes the Israeli Tech Village, 
an area in the atrium where Israeli 
companies will display their newest 
technologies. Guests are invited to come 
before the program to interact with the 
displays, while enjoying cocktails and 
hors d’oeuvres. For more information, 
visit conexxgala.com or contact Barry 
Swartz, 404-843-9426 ext. 106.

 Thought you’d like to know
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 On April 14, The William Breman Jewish Heritage Museum 
opens “Inescapable: The Life and Legacy of Harry Houdini,” an 
original exhibition exploring the life and legacy of the world’s most 
famous magician. Featuring artifacts, photos, and archival records, 
many on loan from public and private collections, “Inescapable” 
showcases the incredible story of how this Hungarian Jewish 
immigrant, Ehrich Weiss, transformed himself into an international 
superstar.
 Beginning with his birth in Budapest, Hungary, in 1874, and 
through his upbringing as a rabbi’s son in Appleton, Wisconsin, the 
exhibition takes visitors through a series of themed sections revealing 
how Houdini’s identity influenced his career. Sections range from 
a focus on his early years as a young immigrant working odd jobs 
to his transformation to a full-time magician. It goes beyond his 
public persona and explores his personal life, from his family to his 
dedication to community service.
 “Inescapable,” curated by Baltimore-based magician and 
performer David London, not only deals with Weiss/Houdini’s 
extraordinary career on the stage, but also takes visitors behind the 
curtain to look at the influences that shaped his life. “It gives visitors 
a deeper understanding of how the Houdini story fits into the saga of 
Jewish immigration in the late 19th century and how the technological 
innovations of his time enabled his rise to stardom,” says Leslie 
Gordon, executive director 
 In addition to the exploration of Houdini’s early life, sections 
include:
 • Setting the Stage, describing Houdini’s early life struggles 
and the difficulties faced by his father. Artifacts include a Hebrew 
bible that belonged to Rabbi Weiss.
 • The Self Liberator, featuring a spectacular display of 
reproduction posters, photos, and press clippings, as well as original 
apparatus that Houdini used in his performances.
 • On the Cutting Edge, which investigates his exploration of 
new technologies and features clips from his film career and a rare 
recording of his voice.
 • Houdini’s Third Act: Exposing Frauds, showcasing his 
crusade against deceptive spiritual mediums.
 • The Final Bow/Curtain Call, which sets the record straight on 
the events that led to his death and explores the séances to contact him 
by his wife, Bess.

 Throughout the exhibition, visitors can try out some of Houdini’s 
magic tricks, including the world’s smallest version of Houdini’s 
biggest illusion — making a five-ton elephant “vanish.”
 Activities on Opening Day, April 14, include a magic presentation 
and tour by curator and magician David London, who will share 
insights and stories from his experiences creating the exhibition. 
He will also enlighten the audience about little-known aspects of 
Houdini’s life before and during his career as the world’s greatest 
magician.
 During the exhibition’s run, the Breman will offer supplementary 
programming, including speakers, as well as family events such as 
Magic Mondays, and a series of kid’s events featuring magic activities, 
stories, and projects. 
 On July 21, “Houdini’s Magic Block Party” will feature street 
magicians, concessions, and the opportunity to learn some magic 
tricks; also, a group of magicians will attempt a spectacular record-
setting simultaneous escape in which the audience can participate.
 Programming includes: 
 • “Unlocking Houdini’s Secrets” with Curator and Magician 
David London — Opening Day Festivities, April 14
 • “Magician Youth Talent Show,” April 28 
 • “Magic and Theatre in the Time of Houdini,” lecture by Max 
Howard, May 19 
 • “Magic in the Death Camp,” interview with Holocaust survivor 
Werner Reich, May 26
 • “Magic and Monotheism,” lecture by Rabbi Joe Prass, June 12 
 • “Peek Behind the Curtain: Meet the Atlanta Magic Clubs,” 
Family Programming, June 17 
 • “Atlanta Magic Spectacular: Combined Atlanta Magic Club 
Show” Family Programming, June 30
 • “Luck and Charms: A curious afternoon of magical mysteries,”
starring Joe M. Turner and Family Fun, July 7 
 • “Houdini in Early Cinema,” lecture by John Cox, July 14 
 •  “Houdini’s Magic Block Party,” Community and Family Event
and Party, Lecture, July 21
 • “Harry Houdini: Pulling Back the Veil in Search of Cecelia,” 
lecture by Rolando Santos, July 28
  Houdini runs through August 11. For more information, visit 
TheBreman.org, or call 678-222-3700. The event and programming 
schedule is subject to change; check the website for updates. 

comes to the William Breman Jewish Heritage Museum
HOUDINI

Harry Houdini promotional photo, c. 1899

“Do Sprits Return?” Houdini 
promotional poster, 1909

Houdini “Challenge poster,” Regent 
Theater, c. 1904

Harry Houdini with his wife Beatrice and 
mother Celcilia, 1907
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 The Breman Museum’s 2019 Molly Blank 
Concert Series will once again feature the 
exceptional contributions of Jewish artists and 
composers to the music of our times. 
 “Season six performances will be energetic 
and fun, featuring great music, comedy, and 
world-class talent,” says the Breman’s Marketing 
Director David Schendowich. “As always, our 
guests will experience amazing, one-time-only 
performances and receptions in our intimate 
auditorium.”
 The season opened March 10 with “Salute To 
Hollywood — Jewish Contributions to Academy 
Awards Best Original Songs,” showcasing classic 
Oscar-winning songs such as “White Christmas 
and “Que Será, Será,” all written by Jewish 
composers. 
 The program was presented by performer 
Bob Spiotto, director of programs at New York 
City’s Friars Club, accompanied by renowned 
jazz pianist and Atlanta native Joe Alterman 
and the talented Deb Bowman. The evening was 
presented in partnership with the Atlanta Jewish 
Music Festival. 
 The entertainment continues on Sunday, 
April 7, with “From The Top,” NPR’s long-
running hit radio show, airing on more than 220 
stations nationwide. It focuses on the country’s 
top young classical musicians, ages 8–18, with 
performances and interviews. This one-of-a-kind 
concert, which will revolve around the theme of 
Jewish contributions to music, is hosted by pianist 
Lara Downes, described by NPR as “a trailblazer 
on and off-stage [who] follows a musical roadmap 
that seeks inspiration from the legacies of history, 
family, and collective memory.”
 On Sunday, June 7, “The Music Of The 
Marx Brothers — An Evening of Song and Comedy,” will 
blend songs and anecdotes to paint a hilarious picture 
of the Marx Brothers’ comic and musical achievements, 
showing the many ways their Jewish heritage impacted 
their artistry and point of view. The famous brothers 
revolutionized American comedy in the early part of the 
20th century, creating indelible comic personas with their 
Broadway shows and films. The cast and band features 
seven accomplished local musicians and musical theater 
veterans. The show is presented in partnership with 
Theatrical Outfit. 
 These concerts begin with a 4:00 p.m. reception, 
followed by the concert at 5:00 p.m. and then a meet-and-
greet session with the performers.
 The Molly Blank Jewish Concert Series is made 
possible by the Molly Blank Fund of the Arthur M. Blank 
Family Foundation. Concerts take place at The William 
Breman Jewish Heritage Museum, 1440 Spring Street, in 
Midtown. For tickets, visit thebreman.org/Events/2019-
Molly-Blank-Concert-Series, or call 678-222-3700. 

Molly Blank Concert Series begins sixth season at

Joe Alterman, 
Deb Bowman, 

and Bob Spiotto

Joe Alterman

We Stand With Israel
s e c u r i t y  •  p e a c e  •  s o l i d a r i t y
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 We all talk about staying active as we 
get older. Well, Reba Herzfeld is living 
proof that feeling sorry for yourself is not 
an option and keeping busy brings tikkun 
olam—being productive and fulfilling 
your purpose on this earth is a pathway to 
repairing the world. 
 Reba, who will turn 70 this year, 
is a part-time assistant to the funeral 
directors for Dressler’s Jewish Funeral 
Care. Through Dressler’s, she will soon be 
training Reform congregations throughout 
the Atlanta area interested in forming their 
own chevra kadisha (Jewish burial society) 
groups. These groups conduct the ritual of 
taharah, washing of the deceased. Reba also 

performs the duties of the shomer (watcher) 
at the funeral home, reading prayers for the 
deceased prior to burial.
 Despite having ocular myasthenia 
gravis, a form of the neuromuscular disease 
that affects the muscles around the eyes, 

Reba finds the time to serve as the treasurer 
and CFO of her subdivision’s homeowners 
association. She also takes care of one of 
her young grandsons several days per week, 
picking him up from preschool twice a week 
and taking care of him one full day per 
week, while her daughter and son-in-law 
work. Reba handles all of this while being a 
wife to her husband, Bennett, and caring for 
a large home in Dunwoody. 
 Reba is also chair of the Hadassah-
Ketura knit and crochet group, which meets 
monthly to socialize at members’ homes. 
Reba was instrumental in starting this group 
with Arlene Winn more than 20 years ago. 
Members make items including lap blankets, 
scarves, chemo caps, winter caps, bedroom 
slippers, shawls, sweaters, and mittens for 
patients at Bristol Hospice and other Atlanta 
area hospices, women and children of the 
Mary Hall Freedom House Daycare Center, 
and others. 
 Reba also reads to toddlers at the Mary 
Hall Freedom House Daycare Center. Last 

A purposeful life is the key to vibrant aging
BY Helen Scherrer-
        Diamond

Reba Herzfeld

December, she was “The Candy Lady” 
there, helping the children make Christmas 
chocolates for their parents.
 In addition to all of this, Reba reads 
constantly, cooks for family and friends, 
serves on the board of Temple Emanu-
El, attends a monthly myasthenia gravis 
support group, and, on many occasions, 
sets up and participates in a taharah at 
Dressler’s, sometimes at a moment’s notice.
 For 24 years, Reba and her husband 
have been members of Temple Emanu-El, 
where she was instrumental in forming 
what they believe is the first Reform chevra 
kadisha in the country. She has helped 
train several other congregations to do this 
mitzvah. 
 If you have washable yarn to donate, 
would like to knit or crochet for the group, 
or would like more information on the 
myasthenia gravis support group, contact 
Reba at Rebareneekay@aol.com.

JFGA HONORS HARRY MAZIAR AT 
113TH ANNUAL MEETING. Jewish 
Federation of Greater Atlanta (JFGA) will 
present the 2019 Lifetime of Achievement 
award to Harry Maziar at its 113th Annual 
Meeting, Wednesday, June 5, 7:00 p.m. at the 
Marcus Jewish Community Center of Atlanta 
(MJCCA). 
 A native Atlantan, Maziar was raised in 
a home where it was a Talmudic obligation to 
help others. As he has said, “The blue box in 
our house wasn’t Tiffany, it was the Jewish 

National Fund 
pushke [charity 
box].” From this 
foundation, he 
went on to forge 
a legendary career 
in business and 
become one of 
Atlanta’s most 
r e m a r k a b l e 
p h i l a n t h r o p i c 
leaders. Maziar 
played a towering 
role as top 
“salesman” for the 

Jewish community and other worthy Atlanta 
philanthropies. In the Jewish world, he has led 
the boards of Federation and the MJCCA and 
served at The William Breman Jewish Home 
and Jewish Family & Career Services. He also 
served United Way of Metropolitan Atlanta 
and the Atlanta Humane Society.
 The event will be followed by a dessert 
reception. For more information and to RSVP, 
visit jewishatlanta.org. 

WOMEN’S PHILANTHROPY POME-
GRANATE LUNCHEON. Women’s 

Philanthropy of the JFGA will hold its 2019 
Pomegranate Luncheon on Monday, April 29, 
at 11:00 a.m. Alison Lebovitz, motivational 
speaker, TV host, author, podcaster, and 
nonprofit executive, will be the guest speaker.
 Alison Goldstein Lebovitz has never 
been at a loss for words and fortunately has 
been able to make a living off her gift for 

gab. For the past 
10 years, she has 
been the host of 
“The A List with 
Alison Lebovitz,” 
an engaging one-
on-one weekly 
interview series 
for PBS. She 
also combines 
her penchant 
for humor with 
her passion for 
s t o r y t e l l i n g 
to deliver 

motivational talks across North America, and 
has been honored to serve as a TEDx speaker, 
coach and emcee. In her spare time, she hosts 
“Sis & Tell,” a weekly podcast with her sister, 
and serves as co-founder and president of 
One Clip at a Time, a nonprofit inspired by 
the Paper Clips Project, started in Whitwell, 
Tennessee. She is also the author of Am I 
There Yet? a collection of candid essays and 
life-inspired stories.
 As a past co-chair of National Young 
Leadership for the Jewish Federations of 
North America, Alison has seen the impact of 
Jewish Federation’s work all over the world, 
and has been moved to help others realize the 
power and responsibility we all have to make 
our world a better place. She serves as a trustee 

on numerous nonprofit boards, including the 
Tennessee Aquarium, Jewish Federation of 
Greater Chattanooga, Northwestern University 
Hillel, United Way, Lyndhurst Foundation, 
and Tennessee Holocaust Commission.
 A native of Birmingham, Alabama, 
Alison graduated with honors from Brandeis 
University and holds a master’s degree in 
radio/television/film from Northwestern 
University. She and her husband, Alan 
(Northwestern class of ’90), have three sons, 
Arthur (Northwestern class of ‘23), Abe, and 
Levi.
 Registration begins at 11:00 a.m. 
followed by lunch; the program begins 
promptly at 11:30 a.m. The event takes place 
at The Temple, 1589 Peachtree Street NE, 
30309. Adult daughters, daughters-in-law, and 
granddaughters are welcome. Couvert $45. 
Dietary laws will be observed.
 This event is open to any woman who 
makes an individual gift of $1800+, is a step 
up Pomegranate, or makes a household gift of 
$3600+ to the 2019 Community Campaign. 
 To register or for more information, 
visit jewishatlanta.org/pomevent, or contact 
Dakota Penza at dpenza@jewishatlanta.org or 
678-222-3702. RSVP by April 15.

THE INTERCHANGE. On Monday, April 29, 
6:30-9:00 p.m., and Tuesday, April 30, from 
9:00 a.m.-4:00 p.m., JFGA and InterfaithFamily 
will partner in a brand new venture that aims 
to convene our vibrant Jewish ecosystem in 
thoughtful discussion about how to innovate 
interfaith engagement. This partnership will 
assemble Jewish communal professionals, lay 
leaders, clergy, and funders for frank, open 
discussions, workshops, and more. 

 Broadcast journalist Daryn Kagan will 
serve as master of ceremonies for Monday 
evening and facilitate a dialogue with featured 
couples and families that will include questions 
from the audience. Archie Gottesman of 
JewBelong will offer a keynote address on 
Jewish communal engagement and belonging.
 Visit jewishatlanta.org/the-interchange/ 
for more information, or e-mail interchange@
jewishatlanta.org.

SIGNATURE GOES TO CAMP. Relive 
Jewish overnight camp with an evening of 
energy and nostalgia at Camp Fed, JFGA’s 
largest NextGen event. On Sunday, May 19, 
2:00-5:00 p.m., at Puritan Mill, guests will 
be able to grab spiked “Bug Juice” from the 
Mess Hall, roast s’mores around the campfire, 
or grab their favorite Israeli snacks from the 
MASA Canteen. With sports and games, tie 
dying, and a pie-eating contest, guests will 
re-connect with the kid in them. A portion 
of the proceeds from this event will benefit 
Federation’s Camp Scholarship Program. Visit 
jewishatlanta.org/campfed for tickets.

Last year’s Signature Event host 
committee members: (back, from 
left) Sam Hertzig, Melanie Charyton, 
Stefanie Pous, Molly Bayme, and Julia 
McClure; (front) Cecelia Borgman, 
Josh Schwartz, and Katelin Stanitzke

 Federation News

Harry Maziar

Alison Lebovitz
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 As part Yom HaShoah’s Stones of 
Remembrance Project, memorializing 
the 1.5 million children who were 
murdered in the Holocaust, children’s 
names have been gathered from 
Yad Vashem, the World Holocaust 
Remembrance Center in Israel. Not 
only does the project educate students 
about the Holocaust, but it also honors 
the children who died in it—an 
important way to prevent this from ever 
happening again. 
 At the conclusion of the project, 
students write essays. They also turn 
stones into works of art by painting 
names gathered by Yad Vashem on 
special stones donated by Ed Castro 
Landscapes. The painted stones are 
placed in the Memorial to the Six 
Million, which was built by Eternal-Life 
Hemshech at Greenwood Cemetery, 
during the annual Yom HaShoah 
Commemoration. This is, as the title of 
Robert Ratonyi’s 2016 Yom HaShoah 
keynote address so beautifully states, 
a “Tribute to the Children: Those who 
survived, Those who died, and Those 
who will never be.”

Stones of Remembrance

 Here are Stones of Remembrance 
essays written by fifth-graders at 
Morningside Elementary School.

-----

The Holocaust

 From 1933 to1945, the Nazi party 
murdered over six million Jews, gypsies, 
and the disabled. This event is known 
as the Holocaust. In my social studies 
class, we made Stones of Remembrance 
to remember children whose lives were 
taken during the Holocaust. These 
children range from less than a year old 
to about 18 years old. The Stones of 
Remembrance are meant to give back the 
identity and to honor the children who 
didn’t even get a grave.
 This personally made me feel awful. 
I hate the thought that people just killed 
and killed and killed without thinking. 
These people are equal to everyone else, 
and they have families and lives. Jews 
were sent to concentration camps and 

when they got there, their identity was 
taken away. Each person became known 
by a number — not a name.
 My stone was for Avraham 
Szpringer who was two-years-old when 
he died. These children are loved and 
remembered.

-----

Stones of Remembrance

 The Stones of Remembrance was 
a sad project. But, even though it was 
sad, I knew it was for a good cause. 
Imagine if your identity was taken away. 
It would be nice to know that you are still 
remembered. These children were all 
victims in the Holocaust. It was, possibly, 
one of the worst times in Earth’s history. 
Many died in concentration camps, a 
very deadly place to be taken to.
 All of these kids were killed just for 
being different. We are all special for 
many reasons, and shouldn’t be killed 
for it. The Nazis were very violent. 
Sometimes peace and love is a better 
option. I quote Ralph Waldo Emerson, 
“Peace cannot be achieved through 

Stones of REMEMBRANCE:
a name for every child

violence; it can only be attained through 
understanding.” So, maybe if Hitler tried 
to UNDERSTAND that it was not the 
Jews’ fault, then this whole war wouldn’t 
have happened.

-----

Stones of Remembrance

 A couple of weeks ago in class, we 
made stones to remember some of the 
children who died in the Holocaust. We 
were making these stones to try to “give 
them their names back.” The reason 
we did this was because in the German 
concentration camps, the officers would 
“take away their names” and give them 
tattoos with numbers and letters.
 The child I was given was named 
Lina Blank. She was born in the USSR 
and was three years old when she died. 
She did not have the chance to do the 
things that all children should be able 
to experience. There were millions of 
innocent children just like her who were 
killed by Hitler and his armies. The 
Holocaust was probably one of the worst, 
if not the worst period in history.
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CELEBRATING PURIM. Purim is one of 
the more festive occasions on the Jewish 
calendar, and hundreds of teens at Jewish 
Student Union (JSU) clubs across greater 
Atlanta recently got into the full celebratory 
spirit. There are four main mitzvot of Purim: 
reading Megillat Esther, matanot le’evyonim 
(giving alms to the poor), shalach manos 
(giving of gift baskets to your friends), and 
seudas Purim (the festive Feast of Purim). 
During their sessions, teens engaged in 
activities related to all of Purim’s mitzvot. 
 JSU Executive Director Rabbi Chaim 
Neiditch taught teens the story of Purim, 
with an emphasis on the underlying message 
of the Megilla — G-d works behind the 
scenes (His name isn’t mentioned in the 
entire scroll) both in the Megilla and in our 
own lives. 
 During Rabbi Neiditch’s lesson, 
hamentashen that the participants had 
made were baking and creating a wonderful 
aroma. Once the hamentashen were ready, 
the teens placed them, along with a variety 
of other foods, into baskets that they then 
decorated and distributed to their friends, as 
well as to the needy.

 JSU News
UNITY CONVENTION. JSU clubs around 
greater Atlanta joined together for a one-of-
a-kind Jewish Unity Convention. Teens from 
close to two-dozen high schools took part in 
the event, which included an activity-filled, 
spiritually uplifting Shabbat and a ski trip, in 
the North Carolina mountains. 
 There were a number of firsts. For many 
teens it was their first ever Shabbat spent 
bonding with their Jewish peers. Others took 
to the slopes for the first time ever, a thrilling 
experience that simply can’t be overstated. 
 The convention took place at an 
exclusive resort near the Nantahala National 
Forest. Rabbi Neiditch, along with an 
advisory staff, utilized the serenity of 
Shabbat to infuse meaning into the weekend 
festivities with enlightening educational 
sessions. Taking in the natural beauty and 
serenity of the mountains, sunrises, sunsets, 
and streams, teens also appreciated that 
the proceedings were laced with greater 
educational symbolism. 
 Shabbat culminated in powerful, 
inspirational stories with Jewish-themed 
messages from Rabbi Neiditch, and was 
brought to a zenith in a one-of-a-kind 
Havdalah service sure to remain in the 
memories of all participants. Afterwards, 
it was just a matter of hours until the 
excitement reached even greater heights — 
literally — upon the resort’s snow-covered 
mountaintops.
 After a day of skiing and a delicious 
barbecue dinner, everyone boarded buses 
back to Atlanta. All of the teens were 
amazed at how close they became in such a 
short period of time. The only question on 
everyone’s mind was, “When can we do this 
again?”

Teens from the Greater Atlanta 
area enjoy JSU’s Jewish Unity 
Convention Ski Trip.

More than 100 teens had a meaningful 
Shabbat and bonding experience at 
JSU’s Jewish Unity Convention Ski 
Trip.

Teens learned about the holiday of 
Purim with JSU.

JSU Teens made hamentashen for 
Purim.

At public high schools around 
Atlanta, JSU teens celebrated Purim.

An Angel by my Side: a story of survival during 
the Holocaust
By Herman Zimmerman
Published by Selbstverlag, 1998

 The year was 1938, and Herman 
Zimmerman was 12 years old. He and 
his parents heard Hitler on a loudspeaker 
screaming, “I will not rest until the last Jew in 
Europe is annihilated.”
 Herman’s family consisted of his father, 
mother, older brother Leo, a sister Mia, 16, 
another brother Julien, 14, and Herman. Jews 
were beginning to leave Germany, and the 
Zimmerman parents put the three younger 
children on a train to Aachen, a German city 
bordering Holland and Belgium. Leo, the 
oldest son, had already escaped to Antwerp. 
In Aachen, the three children got off the train 
and were hidden in a farmer’s hay wagon to get 
to Holland. Just days after Kristallnacht, the 
parents arrived, having left everything — their 
house, furniture, and business. Jewish families 
took them in. 
 When Germany invaded Poland, the war 
started for real. The family started walking 
toward France with thousands of other people. 
They reached Paris, but as the Germans 
advanced, the family moved on, any way 
they could, by truck, by bus. They stayed in a 
cloister, where they were asked if they wanted 
to change religion. They stayed in an old 
uninhabited house and in an old barbershop. 
Farmers in many areas gave them food.
 After hiding in Lyon, they arrived in 
Switzerland in 1942. Herman writes in first 
person of his many escapes from the Nazi and 
also escapes from being deported, like so many 
Jews, to the concentration camps. He called it 
luck, but a child in later years said Herman had 

an angel by his side. That became the title of his 
book.
 He writes matter-of-factly of all the 
hardships the family had to endure: they slept 
on floors, took all kinds of odd jobs, and 
suffered loss of loved ones. Yet Herman had a 
bar mitzvah, attended schools, learned French, 
and seemed to hold on to dreams of a brighter 
future.
 Herman and his brother, Julien, made it to 
the United States in 1942, each with $5.00 in 
his pocket, though they had lost their father and 
sister. Herman got a job in New York working 
for 65 cents an hour. He later got a job at a hotel 
in the Catskills and was able to save enough 
money to bring the French girl he had fallen 
in love with to New York. Herman was drafted 
into the U.S. Army and returned to Europe in 
the occupation forces, then was discharged in 
1955. He has lived to write this illuminating 
book, in calm and thoughtful detail, of what it 
was like to be a survivor. 

A survivor’s story
BY Carolyn
     Gold
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Weddings  |  Mitzvahs  |  Corporate Events  |  Galas  |  Conventions & Tradeshows  |  Fundraisers  |  Productions & Wrap Parties

SOUTHERN EXCHANGE BALLROOMS
Rich History Meets Modern Elegance in Downtown Atlanta 

           
 

With 6 distinct spaces and over 100,000 square feet of event space, we can accomodate any size occassion 
from an intimate gathering to an extensive conference.  Centrally located in the heart of downtown Atlanta, 
we are within walking distance of several of Atlanta’s best hotels, easily accessible via public transportation, 
and have skybridge access to a covered parking deck.  From the elegant hospitality suite to our on-site 
AAV technicians, Southern Exchange Ballrooms couples an exquisite atmosphere with unbeatable convenience.

 From glamorous & timeless Whitehall Ballroom with grand columns, historic marble floors, 14′ vintage crystal 
chandeliers to the rustic and intimate Grant Loft with its exposed brick walls and vintage brass dome lighting, 
Southern Exhange Ballrooms has the perfect space for your event. The addition of The Cellar and The 155 
Room in December 2018 will bring over 40,000 square feet of new, distinct event space to Southern Exchange 
Ballrooms. Currently remodeling and now Booking! 

A MULTIFACETED VENUE IN A PREMIER LOCATION

Whitehall Ballroom

Grant Loft Davison Ballroom Augusta Conference Center The Cellar

200 Peachtree St NW, Atlanta GA 30303     |     www.southernexchangeatl.com     |     404.522.5522
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 CATERING@GOLDBERGBAGEL.COM  |  404-256-3751 | WWW.GOLDBERGSFINEFOODS.COM
FOR MORE INFORMATION CONTACT HOWARD OR APRIL AT

ALPHARETTA - 770-663-8555 
3180 Avalon Blvd
OPEN FOR DINNER! 

BATTERY PARK - 770-485-9570
875 Battery Ave, SE
OPEN FOR DINNER! 

 BUCKHEAD - 404-256-3751 
4383 Roswell Rd

DUNWOODY - 770-455-1119 
4520 Chamblee Dunwoody Rd 

EAST COBB - 770-578-3771 
1062 Johnson Ferry Rd, NE  

TOCO HILLS - 404-329-5000 
3003 N. Druid Hills Rd 

WEST PACES - 404-266-0123 
1272 West Paces Ferry Rd, NE  

 APPETIZERS 

 Goldbergs Famous 
Chicken Soup

Matzo Balls

Chopped 
Chicken Liver

Traditional Apple 
Walnut Charoset

Homemade  
Gefilte Fish

 MATZO   
FARFEL KUGELS 

Spinach, Mushroom 
& Onion  Farfel Kugel

 DESSERT 

Coconut Macaroons

 Chocolate Dipped 
Macaroons

Fresh Fruit Salad

 ENTREES 

 Honey Horseradish 
Roasted Chicken

Cedar Plank Salmon

 Goldbergs  
Famous Brisket

Stuffed  
Cabbage Rolls

Hungarian Style

 MENU  
ADDITIONS

 Shank Bones

 Beet Horseradish

Choice of Red or White 

Hard Boiled Egg

Bitter Herb

Charoset

Whole Seder Plate
(Plate not included

 SIDES  

Homemade 
Mashed Potatoes

Roasted  
Spring Vegetables

Baked Yellow  
Squash Casserole 

Fresh Garden Salads
Choice of  

Southwest or Superfood

Bulgur Wheat 
Quinoa Salad

Roasted Glazed 
Carrot Tzimmes

PLACE YOUR
ORDERS BEFORE

Wednesday
April 17th
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By Brian Katzowitz

 For 19 years, the Atlanta Jewish Film 
Festival (AJFF) has sought to showcase films 
that reflect not just the Jewish culture and 
experience but also the human experience at 
large. Selected films ask profound questions 
about family, faith, and community through 
deeply personal stories. With its tagline “See 
the World On Film,” AJJF 2019 attempted to 
diversify its lineup to express a wider variety 
of viewpoints — including films about 
disability, gender identity, and the #MeToo 
movement.
 The opening night film, Shoelaces, is 
one such example, providing a look through 
the lens of a historically marginalized 
population. Shoelaces tells the story of an 
aging father, Reuven, and his estranged, 
special-needs son, Gadi. Following the 
death of his mother, Gadi, brilliantly 
played by Israeli actor Nevo Kimchi, must 
take up residence with Reuven, while his 
social worker seeks out a permanent living 
situation. 
 Reuven, who abandoned Gadi when he 
was still young, initially resists the sudden 
responsibility of a fulltime parent and 
caregiver, but his attitude gradually thaws 
as they work together in the family-owned 
garage. When Reuven’s health begins failing, 
the dynamics of their relationship flip, and 
Gadi embraces the opportunity to care for his 
ailing father, even at the expense of his own 
health. Shoelaces could have easily become 
the Israeli Grumpy Old Men, a schmaltz-
filled story about a cantankerous older man 
bonding with younger family members, but 
director Jacob Goldwasser had other things 
in mind. 
 The film exposes how society limits 
the autonomy of people with special needs 
to make decisions about their medical care 
and living situation. Feature films have not 
been kind to people with special needs over 
the years. Mentally disabled people are often 
depicted on screen as exaggerated caricatures 
or eccentric savants (see Rain Man), rather 
than as fully realized individuals. Shoelaces 
presents Gadi as a three-dimensional person 
with aspirations, fears, and the ability to 
change. It also confronts our tendency to 
put special-needs individuals in a box — 
both literally, through institutions, and 

 The critically hailed, off-Broadway 
play Wiesenthal is coming to the Earl and 
Rachel Smith Strand Theater, in Marietta, on 
May 29, for a series of seven performances.
 Wiesenthal, a one-man play written and 
acted by internationally acclaimed artist 
Tom Dugan, captures the extraordinary 
life of Holocaust survivor and Nazi hunter 
Simon Wiesenthal. After the end of World 
War II, Wiesenthal dedicated his life to 
bringing more than 1,100 Nazi war criminals 

AJFF 2019 lineup showcased diverse viewpoints

Off-Broadway play about Nazi Hunter 
Simon Wiesenthal comes to Marietta

Tom Dugan as Simon Wiesenthal

Murer: Anatomy of a Trial Shoelaces

See AJFF, page 23

to justice, including aiding in the capture 
of Adolph Eichmann, one of the chief 
orchestrators of the Holocaust.
 In this theatrical achievement Dugan 
gives an award-winning performance, 
as he embodies this historic hero in his 
meticulous investigations and unwavering 
pursuit of justice. Wiesenthal presents a 
serious subject with nobility, intelligence, 
and humor. The play allows audiences 
a rare opportunity to go beyond history 

books and achieve a better understanding of the 
complexities in the aftermath of the Holocaust.
 The Earl and Rachel Smith Strand Theatre is 
located at 117 North Park Square, Marietta GA, 
30060. Performances are Wednesday, May 29, 
2:00 p.m. and 8:00 p.m.; Thursday, May 30, 8:00 
p.m.; Friday, May 31, 8:00 p.m.; Saturday, June 
1, 2:00 p.m. and 8:00 p.m.; and Sunday, June 2, 
2:00 p.m. Tickets are $45-$65. Running time is 
1 hour, 30 minutes. For more information, call 
866-811-4111, or visit wiesenthaltheshow.com.
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Funeral and Cemetery Pre-planning 
It’s easy: Over the phone, online, in person 

It’s safe: Pre-payments are 100% escrowed in an account 
you own 

It’s responsible: Simplifies arrangements, removes  bur-
den from family, and fixes most funeral costs 
 

WE HONOR ANY PRE-PAID FUNERAL 
FROM ANY OTHER FUNERAL HOME 

770.451.4999   
 

www.DresslerJewishFunerals.com 

Atlanta Born ~ Atlanta Owned ~ Atlanta Managed 

Edward Dressler 
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figuratively, through the limited ways in 
which they are permitted to contribute to their 
community. 
 When Reuven’s pride threatens to get 
in the way of the lifeline his son throws him, 
an underlying theme of the film emerges. 
Sometimes, the most generous thing we can do 
for others is to allow them to sacrifice for us. 
 Themes about redemption and how 
dwelling on the past can destroy the future 
were featured in other 2019 AJFF films, 
including Murer: Anatomy of a Trial. The 
winner of the best fiction feature at the 
Austrian Film Awards, Murer dramatizes the 
real-life trial of SS officer Franz Murer. The 
different factions involved in the trial are 
engaged in a moral tug of war. While bigotry 
is clearly a motivating factor among some of 
Murer’s defenders, the film presents a more 
complicated viewpoint. Austrians, who want 

From page 21

AJFF to forget about the horrors of the war question 
whether it’s their responsibility to bring Nazi 
criminals to justice and what that may reveal 
about their own complicity in the actions of the 
SS. With a compelling screenplay and startling 
performances, Murer is a bleak, unflinching 
reminder that many wartime criminals 
continued to live their lives unapologetically, 
in plain sight, following the end of the war. 
 Nearing its 20th year, AJFF has firmly 
established itself as one of the city’s premier 
cultural events. According to Executive 
Director Kenny Blank, the 2019 festival was a 
“gamechanger” with the addition of the Sandy 
Springs Performing Arts Center as a host venue 
and roughly 38,000 attendees overall. Looking 
forward, AJFF will need to find ways to expand 
its reach to new audiences and contend with an 
evolving cinematic model. As Netflix and other 
streaming platforms grow in popularity, a key 
question arises: how will film festivals like 
AJFF continue to compel audiences to leave 
behind the comfort and convenience of their 
living rooms for the theater-going experience? 
We’ll have to stay tuned to find out. 

WE REMEMBER. “Unto Every Person 
There Is a Name” will take place Friday, 
May 3, Yom Hashoah, 9:00 a.m.-12:00 
noon, in the South wing of the Georgia State 

Capitol, 206 Washington Street SW, 30334. 
This event is sponsored by B’nai B’rith 
International.
 Since 1989, on Yom Hashoah, 
Holocaust Remembrance Day, B’nai B’rith 
International has been the North American 
sponsor of “Unto Every Person There Is a 
Name” ceremonies, which are conducted by 
B’nai B’rith lodges nationwide. 
 The participants in this program named 
Holocaust victims and where and when they 
were born and died. These observances, 
created by Yad Vashem in Jerusalem, honor 
more victims each year, as the project 
collects more names.
 “Unto Every Person There is a Name” 
provides the opportunity to remember the 
victims of the Holocaust — six million 

Jews, one-and-a-half million of whom were 
children. As the names of victims are read 
aloud, they are remembered. For many on 
these lists, it is the only time their name will 
be said aloud, as their entire families were 
murdered or there is no one left to remember 
them.
 For more information or to participate 
in the reading of the names, contact Edward 
Dressler at dressler@jewishfuneralcare.
com, or call 770-451-4999.

ENLIGHTEN AMERICA ESSAY 
CONTEST. “Enlighten America,” sponsored 

by the Achim/Gate City Lodge (Atlanta) 
of B’nai Brith International, is an annual 
essay contest for metro Atlanta middle 
school students that encourages respect 
and tolerance of friends’ and neighbors’ 
diverse religious beliefs and racial/cultural 
backgrounds. 
 All contest entries must be received 
by Friday, April 12, 2019. Winners will be 
announced on May 5, 2019. Prizes of $250, 
$500, and $750 will be awarded to top 
winners. 
 Visit bit.ly/EnlightenAmerica-GA to 
learn how to enter the “Enlighten America” 
Essay Contest. It is free to enter; B’nai 
Brith membership is not required. If you 
have questions, contact Victor Anapolle at 
vanapolle@aol.com or 404-432-0626. 
 This year’s contest is in memory of Art 
Link, who passed away in late November. 
Art brought this essay contest to Atlanta 
several years ago. 

 B’nai B’rith News

THE TRIP TO CAFÉ EUROPA. It’s been 
said that life is about the journey, not the 
destination. For this sweet fleet of volunteer 
drivers, it’s about both. 
 Meet Ellen Gebel, Hilly Panovka, 
and Bonnie Steinfeld. The last Monday of 
each month, this dedicated crew provides 
transportation for area Holocaust survivors 
from their homes to Congregation Beth 
Jacob, where they enjoy JF&CS’ Café 
Europa, a catered lunch, conversation, 
and often a special program for Holocaust 
survivors — all free of charge. 
 Hilly Panovka has been a JF&CS 
volunteer for many years. She makes sure 
that her schedule is open each month for her 
Café Europa friends. “It is a pleasure,” Hilly 
says. “These people are so amazing.”In 
fact, when Ann Klug, a Holocaust survivor 
and Café Europa participant, became 
involved with One Good Deed (another 
JF&CS program pairing older adults with 
a community volunteer for emotional and 
social support), Ann specifically requested 
Hilly. Beyond the lift to Café Europa, their 
relationship has blossomed into regular 
outings and lunch. “They have become 
my friends,” Hilly says of her Café Europa 
passengers.
 Ellen Gebel, a Café Europa volunteer 
driver who is also a One Good Deed 
participant, says she was looking for a 
meaningful volunteer opportunity that 
offered flexibility, in light of her busy 
schedule traveling to visit out-of-town 
family. As Ellen describes her volunteer 
efforts, one might wonder who benefits 
the most from the experience. “I can’t say 
enough about the people I’ve met. They 
are so appreciative. All are so willing and 
eager to share their stories. They give me 
perspective, give me gratitude, and they 
have truly enriched my life.” 
 Bonnie Steinfeld has been a volunteer 
driver for the past 12 years. She recalls sitting 

in a mammogram waiting room, years ago, 
noticing that an older woman was sitting 
and waiting, too — all alone. That spurred 
her desire to offer some companionship 
and help, saying she just wants to “make 
life a little easier for others.” Like the other 
drivers in this special fleet, Bonnie always 
reserves the last Monday of the month for 
Café Europa. 
 According to Amy Neuman, JF&CS’ 
Holocaust Survivor Services program 
manager, without these volunteers, many 
survivors would not to attend Café Europa 
events, which she says are often a monthly 
highlight. While JF&CS Alterman/JETS 
vans can offer transportation services, these 
volunteer drivers make the trip a social 
experience, too. 
 While their passengers enjoy the 
Café Europa lunch and camaraderie, these 
volunteer drivers sometimes help out at 
Beth Jacob if extra hands are needed, run 
an errand or two, or just enjoy a little down 
time. “While I’m waiting, sometimes I go 
to Starbucks or for a walk, or just hang out 
and wait,” Ellen says. “It has turned into 
relaxing time for me.”
 More volunteer drivers are always 
welcome. If interested, call 770-677-9448. 

Friends enjoy Café Europa 

SAVE THE DATE. JF&CS presents The 
Tasting 2019, benefiting the Zimmerman-

Horowitz Independent Living Program, on 
Thursday, May 16, from 7:00-10 p.m., at the 
Stave Room, 199 Armour Drive NE, 30324. 
Guests will enjoy delicious tastings from 
more than 20 acclaimed Atlanta restaurants, 
as well as more than 200 award-winning 
wines, beers, and spirits, while supporting 

an extraordinary program. The Zimmerman-
Horowitz Independent Living Program, a 
nonsectarian program, provides supportive 
living services that enable adults with 
intellectual and developmental disabilities 
to live as independently as possible. Visit 
thetasting.org to purchase tickets. 

 JF&CS News

Pearlann Horowitz, Scott and 
Michelle L. Horowitz, and Michelle 
Horowitz

Marla Rosenberg (front), Rachael 
Rosenberg (left, second row), and 
Jack Rosenberg (far right) with family 
and friends
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ALMOST CHOPPED RETURNS FOR 
SECOND YEAR. Hadassah Greater 
Atlanta’s “Almost Chopped,” a fundraiser 
for the awareness, research, and treatment 
of ALS, Parkinson’s, Alzheimer’s, and 
multiple sclerosis at the Hadassah Medical 
Organization, entertains audiences as teams 
compete to create dishes from a basket of 
mystery ingredients. Team members raise 
additional funds by appealing to families, 
friends, and associates. This year’s event is 
scheduled for September 22, 2:00-5:00 p.m.
 Each team consists of a Chef-testant 
and a sous chef (both non-professional, 
devoted home cooks) plus a helper provided 
by Hadassah. The teams will compete in 
two 30-minute rounds of cooking to create 
an appetizer and a main dish that will wow 
the celebrity judges. Teams will be judged 
on creativity, plating, taste, and use of 
ingredients. 
 Hadassah is looking for three teams. 
To be considered for participation or to 
recommend a team, contact Barbara Lang, 
bphlang@gmail.com, or Marni Hoffman, 
mrh869@msn.com. 

Last year’s winning team, Samantha 
Lives Next Door (Rebecca Carey, 
Samantha Ellis, and Eliana Leader) 
will defend its title this year.

HADASSAH INSTALLS 2019 OFFICERS 
AND GRADUATES NEW LEADERS. 
Hadassah Greater Atlanta Chapter (HGA) 
recently held its 2019 installation of officers 
and Centennial Leadership Institute (CLI) 
graduation at Maggiano’s Perimeter. 
Michele Weiner-Merbaum was installed as 
new president, along with chapter officers. 
Linda Hakerem and Sheila Dalmat officiated. 
A successful chapter was compared to a 
challah, in which all the ingredients combine 
for a delicious result. In the same way, every 
portfolio should combine with the others 
to ensure that chapter goals are met. Each 
officer was given a symbolic small challah, 
while the president received a challah cover 
as a memento.
 Weiner-Merbaum and Hakerem, 
2018 HGA leadership co-vice presidents, 
officiated at the CLI 2018 graduation. CLI 
is designed to bring knowledge, leadership 
skills, and passion to HGA and its individual 
groups. 
 Speaker Rachel Schonberger, M.D., 
National HMO (Hadassah Medical 
Organization) chair, addressed the 

importance of Hadassah’s contributions 
to medicine. She said, “Hadassah isn’t the 
best in everything — no place today can 
truthfully claim that mantle. But we are 
a world leader in the three pillars of 21st-
century medicine — genetics, stem cell 
science, and immunology.” She emphasized 
Hadassah’s world leadership in genetics 
and the desire of credible institutions in 
six of the seven continents to collaborate 
with Hadassah’s scientists. She spoke about 
Hadassah as the original organizational 
bridge to peace — not just in Israel, not 
just between Arabs and Jews, but all over 
the world — preventing blindness in 
Liberia, treating HIV-positive children in 
Ethiopia, and responding to tsunamis and 
earthquakes in the ring of fire countries. She 
said that Hadassah trains local therapists to 
help children recover from post-traumatic 
stress disorder in Mexico, Australia, and 
Pittsburgh, Pennsylvania.
 To learn more about Hadassah and 
Hadassah Greater Atlanta, visit hadassah.
org/atlanta.

Linda Hakerem presented the 
president’s pin to Michele Weiner-
Merbaum.

Linda Hakerem presented gifts 
from the board to Sheila Dalmat, 
HGA immediate past president, in 
appreciation of her outstanding 
service to the chapter in the past two 
years.

Dr. Rachel Schonberger addresses 
the audience.

 Hadassah News

2019 HGA officers (from left) Diane Fisher, Nancy Schwartz, Michele Weiner-
Merbaum, Annie Loventhal, Judy Bart, and Marni Hoffman, with Linda 
Hakerem, and Sheila Dalmat. (Not shown: Marci Abrams-Feinstein and Cheryl 
Gordon) (photos: Ethan Merbaum)

CLI graduates with 2018 leadership co-vice presidents (from left) Michele 
Weiner-Merbaum, Renée Rosenheck, Judy Roseman, Terri Nordin, Sandye 
Charlop, and Linda Hakerem (Not shown: Beth Gaan and Jessica Stern)

A
WE

STAND

WITH
ISRAEL
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Home care 
where the heart is 

Personal Care   Companion Care   Skilled Nursing

11 Dunwoody Park
Suite 140

Dunwoody, Ga. 30338
770-551-9533

completecareatlanta.com

MSN, CNP - Owner and Nurse Practitioner

Serving Metro Atlanta Since 2006

Call us for a 
FREE consultation

with a registered 
nurse

Call Rick Swerdlin CIC, ARM, Sr. Vice President
888.297.6317 | 678.336.7370 | PointeNorthIns.com

1100 Circle 75 Parkway | Suite 140 | Atlanta, GA 30339

Pointe North
INSURANCE GROUP

The right coverage
makes the difference

Personal Insurance | Executive Benefits | Business Insurance | Employee Benefits
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Kosher Affairs
BY Roberta
     Scher

Terra Chips

 In Atlanta, we now have several great 
resources for Passover shopping. The 
Dunwoody, Sandy Springs, and Toco Hill 
Kroger and Publix always have abundant 
Passover offerings, and, of course, our 
kosher grocery stores Kosher Gourmet 
and The Spicy Peach cater to the Passover 
shopper. By the way, this year, The Spicy 
Peach is opening a pop-up Passover store 
right next to its main store. The exciting 
buzz: after Passover, the Peach will 

PASSOVER 2019

 It’s once again time to think about 
Passover and all of the preparations, 
including serious cleaning and around-
the-clock thoughts about food and menus. 
In most Jewish homes, cooking for the 
Seders and the entire week of Pesach is 
intense, combining cherished family food 
recipe traditions and new and convenient 
contemporary ingredients. 
 I am always aware that using the words 
convenient and Passover together may be an 
oxymoron! However, new products offered 
in the past few years make cooking easier. 
They include shortcut products such as pre-
made pie crusts, almond butter, almond flour, 
breading crumbs, healthier oils, bagged and 
washed fresh frozen vegetables, ready-to-
heat meals, pastries, cakes, candies, sauces, 
veggie and potato chips, blintzes, ice cream, 
gelato, and on and on. 

be doubling in size by taking over and 
remodeling this adjacent space. 

-----

 For a summary of 2019 Passover 
guide product listings, visit kashrut.com. 
This website provides links to most of the 
national Passover food guides.
 The OU (ukosher.org/passover/) is an 
excellent resource, as well.
 Rabbi Reuven Stein and the Atlanta 
Kashruth Commission (AKC) publish an 
annual Passover guide that is extremely 
helpful, especially with local products. Visit 
the AKC website, kosheratlanta.org, or call 
404-634-4063 with questions.

-----

 If you are searching for a perfect 
Passover gift for a child, check out Ann 
Koffsky’s books. Frogs in the Bed is a 

favorite, and her new Creation Colors is 
absolutely beautiful. By the way, Ann is 
married to former Atlantan Jay Koffsky, son 
of Atlanta’s Lynn and Ed Koffsky. 

NACHUM SEGAL NETWORK COMES 
TO ATLANTA. It was super when The 
Nachum Segal Network visited Atlanta 
during Super Bowl week and produced a 
kosher halftime show. In addition, there 
were interviews including one with our dear 
friend Randy Gold, who founded JScreen, 
and is a leading force in the research to cure 
ML4 (mucolipidosis type IV). There 
was also an interview and performance by 
our grandson Samuel Kalnitz, the amazing 
SammyKtheRapper. (On a personal note, 
Samuel has been signed by On Point 
Entertainment and dropped his first album 
recently.) 
 As part of this super celebration, 
cookbook author and food personality 
Naomi Nachman broadcast her show 
“Table for Two” from Atlanta. Naomi set 
up a studio in The Spicy Peach and featured 
some local foodies and food-related 
artisans. These included Sarah Faygie 
Berkowitz, whose columns can be found on 
the popular website onthegrapevine.com; 
Josh Yehaskel, artisan woodworking creator 
of Dalewoodworks.com, specializing in 
custom cutting boards and serving boards; 
Alex Idov, culinary school grad who has a 
new website, Bourbonandschmaltz.com; 
and yes, me too! Naomi and I have worked 
together on the international media event 
KosherFEAST, and I have had the pleasure 
of getting to know this vibrant, energetic, 
talented personality over the past eight 
years. She has written two cookbooks, 
Perfect for Pesach and Perfect Flavors. I 
recommend both! 
 If you missed either of these 
Atlanta broadcasts, you can find it in the 
Nachumsegal.com archives.

A VISIT TO ISRAEL. My husband, Allan, 
and I had the pleasure of traveling to Israel 

Delarosa vinegars

Roberta Scher and 
Naomi Nachman 
broadcasting on 
the Nachum Segal 
network from The 
Spicy Peach
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What’s cooking? Email kosheraffairs@gmail.com 
This column is meant to provide the reader with current trends and developments in the 
kosher marketplace. Since standards of kashruth certification vary, check with the AKC or 
your local kashruth authority to confirm reliability. 

See KOSHER AFFAIR RECIPES,  page 32

in February. I hope to share the highlights 
of my favorite food recommendations in a 
separate column. In Jerusalem, we had a 
delicious tasting tour of the shuk with dear 
friends and former Atlantans Shelley and 
Allen Shaw. Guide Debra Nussbaum Stepen, 
of Debra’s Tours, led us through the shuk, 
sharing history and the best places to eat and 
shop. We had a wonderful visit with former 
Atlantans Chuck and Leslie Lowenstein and 
a scrumptious Shabbos lunch at the home 
of David and Kerry Greene, who recently 
made aliyah. Their son, Avi, is now a tank 

driver in the Israeli Army. Wow! It is always 
amazing to realize how many Atlantans live 
in Israel for all or part of the year. 
  “In every generation a person must see 
himself as if he has personally come out 
of Mitzrayim (Egypt).” As we re-live our 
heritage, may Passover and our Seders be 
joyous — a celebration of our freedom and 
redemption. 
 Wishing our readers an inspirational, 
delicious, and kosher Pesach enjoyed with 
family and friends. 

Where Atlanta Says L’Chaim!

BUCKHEAD
2161 Piedmont Rd
Atlanta 30324

DORAVILLE
5877 Buford Hwy
Doraville 30340

TOWERWINESPIRITS.COM

Come Shop our Newly Expanded 
Kosher Wine Section!

Perfect for 
Passover

Allen Shaw, Shelley Shaw, Roberta Scher, Allan Scher, and Shira 
Kalnitz, Roberta and Allan’s granddaughter

Avi Greene and his tank
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Learn more at JewishAtlanta.org

We’re here to bring 
Jewish possibilities 
to life,
and awaken the potential in 
Atlanta’s Jewish community.

404-778-8640
info@jscreen.org

Get screened before you start or grow your 
family. JScreen offers confidential, affordable, 
at-home genetic testing for Tay-Sachs, Gaucher 
and over 200 other diseases common in Jewish 
and non-Jewish populations.

A simple saliva DNA test can help
you plan for a healthy future family.

Know someone who’s planning a family? 
Purchase a JGift certificate for 
someone you love.

Celebrate Freedom
WITH GIFTS OF ISRAEL BONDS

This is not an offering, which can be made only by 
prospectus. Read the prospectus carefully before  
investing to fully evaluate the risks associated with 
investing in Israel bonds. Member FINRA.

DEVELOPMENT CORPORATION FOR ISRAEL

3525 Piedmont Road, Building 6,  
Suite 250 • Atlanta, GA 30305
atlanta@israelbonds.com
404.817.3500

HAPPY PASSOVER

israelbonds.com
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Schwartz on Sports
BY Jerry
    Schwartz

ATLANTA JEWISH LIFE FESTIVAL. 
Hadassah Greater Atlanta Chapter is fast 
becoming a contributor to “Schwartz on 
Sports.” In January, my wife, Nancy, who is 
VP of membership, and President Michele 
Weiner-Merbaum represented Hadassah 
at the Atlanta Jewish Life Festival, at 
the Georgia Aquarium. This celebration 
of Jewish culture and Atlanta’s Jewish 
community enjoyed a fantastic turnout, with 
4,000 in attendance. 
 Nancy recruited me to be their assistant, 
which meant I drove them there, brought in 
all the charts, brochures, and materials, and 
set everything up. Then five hours later, I 
took everything down, put it in the car, and 
drove home.
 I wasn’t too excited about the idea and 
besides, there was an NFL playoff game that 
afternoon. But I always try to support my 
wife with her worthy organizations.
 I also realized that I could use this, 
as I have other Hadassah events, for a 
“Schwartz on Sports” column. Look, I’d be 
there for five hours, and there would be 75 
tables set up representing the Atlanta Jewish 
community. That meant lots and lots of 
people and many story opportunities.
 There was one vendor table not 
occupied, and I took it over for observation 
and potential interviews. It was also close to 
the stage where announcements were made 
and some excellent musical performances 
were going on. And if I got bored, I could 
walk the room, visit all the tables, and 
sample any of the candy treats available. I 
also had two giant portals to watch the sea 

life, always fascinating and relaxing. A lot 
of win-win-win situations. 
 I had many enjoyable experiences, 
seeing lots of familiar faces and making 
new connections. By the end of the day, I 
had six pages of notes and observations for 
my next column. What follows is random 
retelling of the day’s events, based on those 
notes.
 Mike Century was at the entrance to 
the Ocean Ballroom, giving out souvenir 
tote bags. I knew Mike from Peoria, Illinois, 
where he knew my daughter and son-in-
law. I met him there at the Chabad. When 
he moved to Atlanta, we renewed our 
acquaintance through pickup basketball at 
the “J.” 
 The first person I met in the Ocean 
Ballroom was Randy Gorod. He and I 
played lots of pickup basketball with at the 
Shirley Blumenthal JCC. He was manning 
one of the first vendor tables.
 I saw Helen Scherrer-Diamond setting 
up one of her three tables for B’nai B’rith 
and Dressler Funeral Home. Helen has been 
an involved member of Nancy’s Hadassah 
group. Her husband, David, was one of the 
Diamond family basketball players at the 
“J” for many years. 
 There was an AEPi table, represented 
by a guy who had just recently been at 
the University of Alabama and met my 
grandson, Seth Cohen, at a fraternity 
function. Both grandsons, Seth and Jared, 
as well as my son, Michael, were AEPis in 
college.
 There was a table representing the 
MJCCA, tables associated with Jewish 
camps in the Southeast, and a kids play area 
close by, with lots of games, bouncing balls, 
and a roving magician.
 I saw Kenny Silverboard, who has 
been involved with the Maccabi games for 
years. He will be going to Mexico City as 
an accommodation manager for the Masters 
Maccabi this summer. Instead of teenagers, 

he’ll be assisting with the older athletes. 
Kenny was in Israel in 2017 with my son-
in-law, Marc Backal, and we talked about 
his experiences. Marc will be in Hungary 
with the Maccabi teams at the same time 
Kenny’s in Mexico City, so no chance for 
a connection there. Kenny promised to send 
me some information and pictures for a 
future “Schwartz on Sports” article. 
 Jeff Wolfe was there with his family. 
He and his three brothers were students at 
Vanderlyn Elementary when I was principal 
there 40 years ago. His son was terrific 
in Friction, a four-boy band made up of 
eighth-graders from The Davis Academy. 
He played a mean guitar! They rocked!

Nancy Schwartz and Michele Weiner-Merbaum, representing Hadassah 
Greater Atlanta

 In the later afternoon, I ran into Rick 
Shapiro, at the Temple Emanu-El table. 
Rick is a fellow North Atlanta Men’s Club 
member, and we played against each other 
on the “J” basketball court many times. I’m 
retired, and he’s still going strong in the 
50+ Half Court League. 
 Of course, these were just a few 
observations and meetings that involved 
sports connections. It was a great turnout 
and an eventful afternoon.

 Until next time, drive for the bucket 
and score.

By Erin O’Shinskey

BENATOR HONORED. On March 
23, at its Founders’ Day Dinner, at the 
Capital City Club, the West Point Society 
of Atlanta (WPSA) honored Josiah V. 
Benator, legendary leader of Congregation 
Or VeShalom’s Boy Scout Troop 73, with 
its Georgia Outstanding Citizen award. 
The WPSA comprises more than 1,200 
graduates of the U.S. Military Academy 
in metro Atlanta. In 1997, WPSA 
established its Distinguished Graduate 
and Georgia Outstanding Citizen awards. 
The Outstanding Citizen award recognizes 
non-graduates who have demonstrated an 
adherence to the ideals of Duty, Honor, and 
Country through a lifetime of selfless service 
to their nation, state, and community. 

Josiah V. Benator

ISRAEL BONDS HONOREE. Michael 
Morris, owner and publisher of the Atlanta 
Jewish Times, was the honoree at this year’s 
Israel Bonds Atlanta Annual Gala Dinner, 
which was held on March 13. As the 
recipient of the Israel Bonds Star of David 

award, Morris was recognized for his years 
of support and involvement in the Atlanta 
Jewish community and his commitment 
both nationally and internationally to the 
State of Israel. 

Michael Morris (center) with Governor 
Brian Kemp (left) and Israel’s U.N. 
Ambassador Danny Danon (right)

Michael Morris with celebrants 
Miriam and Marvin Botnick 

 MISH  MASH
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By Belle Klavonsky

CHAMPIONS SET SPORTS RECORDS. 
The Davis Academy Boys Basketball A 
Team ended the 2019 basketball season 
as the Metro Atlanta Athletic Conference 
(MAAC) champions. After an undefeated 
season (15-0), the team beat The Galloway 
School 71-50 in the D1 MAAC Basketball 
Finals, hosted at The Davis Academy. It is 
the first boys team to go undefeated in the 
history of the school. Coached by Alex 
Davis (center), team members included 
seventh- and eighth-graders (from left) 
Jaeger Ouanounou, Ross Bernath, Jack 
Janko, Justin Wolfson, Noah Rosenberg, 
Jackson Nozick, Caleb Ouanounou, Justin 
Kornblum, and Asher Leish.

ENTREPRENEURIAL ACHIEVEMENTS. 
Davis eighth-grader Maggie Deutsch 
won Microsoft’s “Make Hustle Happen” 
competition. Maggie and other Atlanta area 
competitors participated in a workshop to 
develop and hone innovative ideas and build 
business models to pitch to NFL players, 
fellow entrepreneurs, and Microsoft 
professionals. Maggie’s project focused on 
increasing the affordability of prosthetic 
limbs. Her pitch acknowledges that 
prosthetics are costly; however, by utilizing 
3D printing, Maggie plans to provide high 
quality, affordable prosthetics. Maggie’s 

winnings include support from Microsoft in 
bringing her ideas to fruition, a Microsoft 
laptop, Super Bowl tickets, and advice from 
NFL players involved in charitable side 
businesses.

COMMUNITY PARTNERSHIPS. Davis 
Academy seventh- and eighth-grade cast 
members of the spring theatrical production 
James and The Giant Peach performed 
at F.L. Stanton Elementary School in 
downtown Atlanta. Afterwards, students 
from both schools visited with one another. 
The Davis Academy collaborates with a 
wide range of metro Atlanta organizations, 
including F.L. Stanton, a school with many 
students who attend Camp Jenny, a program 
that Davis fifth-graders support annually. In 
addition, this year, Davis Academy faculty 
collected and shared teaching materials and 
supplies with colleagues at F.L. Stanton, and 
the Davis PTO donated resources from its 
annual book fair with that school’s library.

AUTHOR PODCAST. New York Times 
bestselling author of Amal Unbound, Aisha 
Saeed, visited The Davis Academy to give 
a presentation, host a writing workshop 

for students, and participate in the Author 
Podcast program, run by fourth- and fifth-
graders. This program gives students the 
chance to further improve their media 
literacy and communication, collaboration, 
interview, and research skills. Students 
apply to participate in the program, and 
once accepted, are placed in groups and 
assigned a visiting author to interview in 
their podcast. From left are Aisha Saeed, Eli 
Schilling, and Benjamin Rosenberg.

IMMIGRATION PRESENTATION TAKES 
STUDENTS AROUND THE GLOBE. 
As a part of the fifth-grade Immigration 
Speaker Series, Davis students welcome 
community members who immigrated 
to the United States to tell their personal 
stories. Presentations include anecdotes, 
history, photographs, and items speakers 
brought with them when they immigrated. 
This series ties into the fifth-grade social 
studies unit on Jewish immigration in the 
early 1900s and the students’ Civil Rights 
unit. So far this year, speakers from Iraq, 
Czech Republic, South Africa, and South 
Korea have participated. Here, Davis 
Academy parent Dan Moradi highlights on 
a map his journey as he immigrated to the 
United States.

HEBREW CLASS BOOK BUDDIES. The 
Davis Academy Mechina: Kindergarten 
Prep program and its fifth-grade classes 
partner for a Hebrew Book Buddy program 
Chaverim Mesaprim. The youngest and 
oldest of the school’s elementary campus 
students meet together once per month to 
read stories in Hebrew. Fifth-graders have 
the opportunity to be language-learning 
mentors, building upon their own Hebrew 
skills, and Mechina students have the 
chance to further enrich their foundation 
in Hebrew. In addition to the language 
component, Chaverim Mesaprim also 
encourages friendship across grade levels, 
further strengthening the Davis Academy 
community. Pictured are Harrison Drishpon 
and Benjamin Barkan

KABBA-LA-LA-LAT SHABBAT. Epstein 
Preschool families enjoyed a joyful 
and musical Shabbat with special guest 
musician, singer, and songwriter Hannah 
Zale (pictured); a cameo appearance by the 
Shabbat Supremes, and the Words Matter 
Hatter (a.k.a. preschool teacher Michelle 
Young). Hannah’s beautiful voice and 
engaging stage presence helped to elevate 
the preschool Shabbat spirit to a new 
high. Epstein continually seeks to create 
an environment that generates feelings of 
joyful Judaism for its students and families.

FIRST PLACE. Nineteen Epstein students 
took 1st-place honors at the 2019 Georgia 
Independent and Home School Regional 
Technology Competition. They will now go 
on to compete at the state level, in the 2019 
Georgia Student Technology Competition. 
Epstein students experience a STEAM-
based learning environment, with advanced 
technology, from a very early age. Pictured 
are (back, from left) Jordan Cohen, Shai 
Bachar, Heather Grant, Naomi Brager, 
Marion Kogon, Sagiv Avigal, and Eli Bock; 
(middle) Ilan Bachar, Kfir Cohen, Richard 
Lurey, Leo Silver, Alexander Tyryshkin, Ari 
Oshins, and Abbey Deckelbaum; and (front) 
Micah Weiss, Gerald Kogon, Noah Blatt, 
Talia Rubel, and Maya Rowe.

EPSTEIN EAGLES VICTORIOUS. The 
Epstein School Boys Basketball B Team 
took home the first-place trophy at the 2019 
MAAC Championship. Under the guidance 
of coach Harold Marshall, The Epstein 
Eagles beat The Davis Academy 37-32 in 
the final and finished the season with a 13-
1. Team members shown are (back, from 
left) Owen Schneider, Alec Rubin, Owen 
Rosenthal, Ilan Pritzker, Jacob Beldick, 
Eitan Force, and Coach Harold Marshall; 
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and (front) Yoni Sasson, Yoni Baranan, Jesse 
Berzack, Joshua Medwed, Ethan Goodhart, 
and Gavin Brown.

EPSTEIN CHAMPIONS. Six Epstein 
School students placed in the top three 
at the 2019 Georgia Student Technology 
Competition. More than 1,200 students 
competed in more than 850 projects. 
Heather Grant and Marion Kogon won 1st 
place in Productivity Design, grades five 
and six; Jordan Cohen, Ilan Bachar, and 
Naomi Brager won 2nd place in Device 
Modification, grades three and four and 
grades five and six; and Leo Silver won 3rd 
place in Multimedia Applications, grades 
five and six. Pictured are (back from left) 
Heather Grant, Marion Kogon, Jordan 
Cohen, and Naomi Brager; and (front) Ilan 
Bachar and Leo Silver
 

MEASUREMENT TOOLS. Torah Day 
School of Atlanta’s (TDSA) first-grade boys 
are taught how to use measurement tools. 
The students learn the process of gathering 
data by using the tool most appropriate 
for a particular object and the information 
needed. 

AMAZING REACTION. Collaboration 
and experimentation are the keys to 21st- 
century learning. Here, TDSA first-graders 
observe what happens when baking soda 
and vinegar are mixed together.

PURIM NOISEMAKERS. Using saws, 
screwdrivers, planers, and sandpaper to 
create groggers (noisemakers) makes for 
an exciting hands-on experience for TDSA 
second-graders.

ALL ABOUT ART. Drawing, painting, 
creating, and mixing colors are just a few 
elements of TDSA’s art program, in which 
the students learn about the history of art, 
various art mediums, and more. Here, 
second-graders draw animals.

BUILDING AND INNOVATION. TDSA 
fourth-graders were challenged to build 
the tallest structure they could, using raw 
spaghetti and marshmallows as shown here. 
Their projects were judged on function, 
creativity, height, and collaboration.

GARDEN BASICS. When gardening, 
TDSA kindergarten students realize that 
worms can be quite useful, even if they 
squirm and wiggle.

UPPER SCHOOL CAUSE FAIR. The 
Atlanta Jewish Academy (AJA) Upper 
School held its Annual Cause Fair, on 
March 13. Literature teacher Dave Byron 
(2015-2016 recipient of The Martha Sanders 
Teacher of the Year Award) charged his 
British and Contemporary Literature classes 
(shown here) to select and research topics 
related to social justice, such as human 
trafficking, online hate speech, gender 
inequality in sports, and human genetic 
modification. After the presentations, 
everyone voted. The overall winner was 
Chloe Karpel, who won money to donate to 
the charity of her choice.

PURIM AT AJA. The Purim Celebration 
at AJA was full of so many fun things — 
puppet shows, carnival games, treats, 
skits, an ice cream truck, karaoke, and, of 
course, the students’ and faculty’s amazing 
costumes as shown here.

YOUNG WOMEN IN STEM. On March 
17, AJA held its first Young Women in 
STEM event, in partnership with the Jewish 
Women’s Fund of Atlanta. Jewish girls from 
different schools in Atlanta came to AJA to 
learn all about STEM careers. The girls had 
a chance to hear from keynote speaker Dr. 
Lori Zeltser, from Columbia University; 
network with professionals from STEM 
organizations; and as shown here, participate 
in mini learning sessions.

A FIRST AT WEBER. The Weber School 
has inducted its first-ever Future Business 
Leaders of America (FBLA) members 
(pictured). They are founding Co-Presidents 
Zack Reismann and Ben Finkelstein; 
founding Vice President Zachary Miller; 
founding Secretary Ryan Gold; founding 
Treasurer Luke Schindler; and founding 
members Evan Bernath, Amir Dressler, 
Rami Fabian, Harris Jacobs, Cole Schindler, 
Logan Spector, Will Stanwick, and Rachel 
Stinar (not pictured: Sy Alifeld, Adam 
Cohen, and Madison Tessler), with their 
advisor, social studies teacher Melinda 
Goodwin.

SUPERIOR IN SPANISH. Weber Spanish 
310 student Micah Reich (10th grade) 
won a medal in the Superior category, the 
highest possible recognition, at the Foreign 
Language Association of Georgia Spoken 
Language Contest for Spanish. He was 
judged based on comprehension, accuracy, 
and quality of communication.

BIOLOGY PRESENTATIONS. Students 
in Sally Murphy’s biology classes at 
The Weber School prepared multimedia 
presentations to represent modern genetic/
DNA technology that has relevant 
applications to medicine or agriculture. 
Students chose one of the following 
topics: CRISPR-Cas9/genome editing, 
gene therapy, DNA sequencing, precision 
medicine, DNA fingerprinting, and genetic 
engineering, as applied to pharmaceutical 
and/or agricultural development, genetically 
modified organisms (GMOS)/GMO foods, 
and medicine.

We Stand With Israel
s e c u r i t y  •  p e a c e  •  s o l i d a r i t y
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Beef Short Ribs 
This scrumptious recipe must cook low 
and slow. Delicious served with a side of 
mashed potatoes.

Serves about 8

5 pounds beef short ribs 
2 medium onions, chopped
6 medium carrots, peeled and chopped 
4 celery stalks, chopped 
4 cloves garlic, chopped 
1 (15-ounce) can tomato paste 
1 bay leaf 
1/2 teaspoon dried thyme 
2 tablespoons oil
Salt and black pepper to taste
2 cups beef or vegetable broth 

 Heat oil in a large pan or casserole 
dish. Add the ribs, brown on all sides, then 
remove and set aside. 
 To the same pan, add carrots, celery, 
and onion. Sauté on low for about 5 
minutes or until vegetables are softened. 
Add garlic and sauté about 1 minute more. 
Stir often. 
 Add tomato paste and simmer for 
about 3 more minutes, stirring often.
 Add the remainder of the ingredients, 
including the broth. Transfer this mixture 
to an ovenproof casserole dish. Add ribs. 
 Bake at 325 degrees for 1 hour. 
Turn the oven down to 250 degrees, and 
continue to bake for about 3 hours more, 
until meat is fork tender. After removing 
from the oven, pour off some of the liquid. 
Refrigerate overnight, if possible, and skim 
off the fat when cold. Add salt and pepper 
to taste. Reheat in a preheated 300-degree 
oven, until just hot and bubbly.

-----

Chicken or Vegetable Tempura 

This recipe was adapted from the cookbook 
A Taste of Passover. I tweaked it, adding 
a bit more flavor. It is so delicious that it 
is now a year-round staple. The leftovers 
freeze well.

Serves about 8

2 lbs. boneless chicken, cut into 2” pieces 
(un-pounded)
1/2 cup matzoh meal or Passover-friendly 
panko crumbs
1/4 cup potato starch
1/4 teaspoon baking powder
1/2 teaspoon salt
1/4 teaspoon black pepper
1/2 teaspoon paprika
1/4 teaspoon each garlic powder and 
cayenne
8 ounces unflavored seltzer
Vegetable oil for frying

 Preheat about 2 inches of oil in a 

2-quart deep pot, until the oil reaches 375 
degrees. 
 To make the batter, mix the dry 
ingredients in a bowl; add the seltzer, and 
stir gently until incorporated. 
 With tongs, dip each piece of chicken 
in batter and drop into the oil. Fry about 
2-3 minutes until light brown. 
 Remove with slotted spoon or spider 
strainer, and place on a paper towel to 
drain. Serve with sweet or spicy duck 
sauce.
 Reheat, uncovered, in a 325 degree 
oven, just until warm.
 If you are using vegetables, cut 
them in 2” pieces as well. For everyday 
tempura, we suggest broccoli, green beans, 
mushrooms, and cauliflower.

Fried Tempura

-----

Scher Family Potato Kugel

This is our family recipe. We use it year 
round. It is gluten free—no flour or matzoh 
meal. Enjoy.

Makes 10-12 servings

5 lbs. potatoes
3 large eggs
1 1/2 teaspoons salt
1 teaspoon pepper
1 large onion
3/4 cup olive oil, divided into 2 parts

 Preheat oven to 425 degrees.
 Grate potatoes and onion with grater 
blade of food processor or grater.
 Whisk eggs, salt, and pepper together.
 Put half of olive oil in an ovenproof 9” 
x 13” baking dish, and heat for one minute 
or so.
 Heat remaining olive oil in microwave.
 Add egg mixture and microwaved oil 
to the potato mixture. Mix well, then pour 
into the heated baking dish.
 Bake uncovered for 45 minutes or until 
golden brown on top. Reheat uncovered.

-----

Spinach Mango Salad with Pralined 
Pecans

Adapted from Epicurious.com

1/4 cup light brown sugar
6 tablespoons olive oil
3 tablespoons balsamic vinegar
1 cup pecan halves
1 6-ounce bag baby spinach leaves
1 large mango, peeled, pitted, and cut into 
thin wedges

 Cover a sheet pan with parchment or 
foil, and coat with non-stick spray.
 Stir sugar, 1 tablespoon oil, and 1 
tablespoon vinegar in heavy skillet over 
medium heat, until sugar melts and syrup 
bubbles, about 3 minutes. Mix in pecans. 
Stir until nuts are toasted and syrup coats 
nuts evenly, about 7 minutes. Turn nuts 
out onto prepared foiled sheet pan. Using 
fork, separate nuts and cool completely. 
(Coating will harden.)
 Combine spinach, mango, and 
cooled pralined pecans in large bowl. 
Whisk remaining 5 tablespoons oil and 2 
tablespoons vinegar in small bowl to blend. 
Season dressing with salt and pepper. Toss 
salad with enough dressing to coat.
 Optional: If serving with a dairy meal, 
top with 1 cup of goat cheese.

-----

Incredible Passover Rolls by Marcy 
Goldman

Marcy is a master baker and cookbook 
author. She has just published The Newish 
Jewish Cookbook. Many of her recipes and 
lots of baking advice can be found on her 
website betterbaking.com. 

This recipe makes about 6-10 rolls, 
depending on how big you make them.

1 cup water
1/2 teaspoon salt
2 teaspoons sugar
1/2 cup vegetable oil
1 1/3 cups matzoh meal
4 eggs
*1/2 to 1 cup diced, sautéed onions 
(optional)

 Preheat oven to 400 degrees. Cover 
a large cookie sheet with nonstick foil or 
parchment paper.
 In a medium saucepan, over low heat, 
combine the water, salt, and sugar. Add 
the oil and heat until the mixture begins to 
simmer. Turn off the heat, and immediately 
add the matzoh meal. Stir in the matzoh 
meal with a wooden spoon, until the 
mixture pulls away from the sides of the 
pan.
 Transfer the mixture to a large bowl 
or a food processor and allow it to cool 
for about 5 minutes. Add the eggs, one at 

a time, either whisking briskly by hand or 
with the food processor. (Just blend until 
the eggs are incorporated; don’t over-mix.) 
*If you are making onion rolls, fold in the 
sautéed onions now.
 Using an ice cream scoop or a large 
spoon (depending on how big you want 
the rolls to be), put rounds of dough on the 
baking sheet. To create hot dog buns, shape 
the dough into appropriately sized ovals. 
You can oil or wet your hands to give the 
rolls the form you want, or just push them 
into shape with a spoon.
 Bake in a 400 degree oven for about 
40-45 minutes, until the rolls are light 
brown and puffy. (After 30 minutes, start 
checking them every 5 minutes, to make 
sure they’re not getting too brown.)
 Cool the rolls on a cookie rack, where 
they will quickly disappear. In the unlikely 
event that any are left over, store them in 
an airtight container in the fridge. These 
rolls also freeze well.

-----

No-Bake Tiramisu

I make tiramisu year round; this is my 
Passover adaptation. To assemble and 
serve, I use a rectangular glass dish, such 
as a Pyrex.
 
3 boxes gluten-free (Passover) ladyfinger 
cookies
2 cups boiling water
1 1/2 cups hot, prepared strong coffee, 
regular or decaf
1/2 cup Passover-friendly chocolate 
liqueur (I use Binyamina brand)
3 tablespoons sugar
1 teaspoon vanilla extract 
16 oz. whipped topping
1 package instant vanilla pudding mix
cocoa powder, for garnish

 Beat the whipped topping and the 
instant vanilla pudding mix until stiff. Set 
aside. In a separate bowl, combine boiling 
water, coffee, liqueur, sugar, and vanilla. 
Stir well.
 Layering: Prepare a serving dish 
and begin layering by quickly dipping 
each ladyfinger in the coffee mixture and 
placing in the serving dish. Repeat until the 
first layer is complete. Top with an even 
and smooth layer of the whipped cream 
mixture. Repeat until all ingredients are 
used. End with whipped cream. This is best 
made one day ahead and refrigerated until 
serving.
 When ready to serve, dust the top with 
cocoa powder.

-----

More Passover friendly recipes:
For 250+ additional Passover recipes, visit 
my website, KosherEye.com

Passover Friendly Recipes
Kosher Affairs Recipes continued from page 27
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Kosher Korner
BY Reuven
     Stein

 The Atlanta Kashruth Commission wishes 
you a Happy and Kosher Passover!

QUICK SHOPPING GUIDE 
FOR PASSOVER

 The following items, which meet kashrut 
standards for consumption during the year, 
may be used on Passover without a kosher-
for-Passover-designation and can be found in 
regular supermarket sections.

BABY FOOD AND FORMULA: Although the 
following are not certified kosher for Passover, 
they are halachically acceptable for infants or 
those who are ill.
Baby food: Gerber carrots, green beans, peas, 
and squash
Formula: Similac, Enfamil, and Isomil (For 
a full list, including medical and nutritional 
supplements, see our 2019 AKC or OU 
Passover Guide.)

BAKING SODA

BROWN SUGAR: Domino (OK-P)

CHILI PEPPERS: Dried, without additives 

COCOA: Any domestically produced cocoa, 
except Hershey’s Special Dark

COFFEE (REGULAR): All ground and whole 
bean unflavored coffee, except decaf

COFFEE (INSTANT): Folgers (regular and 
decaf), Nescafé Taster’s Choice (regular only), 
Maxwell House (OK-P)

DAIRY ITEMS: Breakstone butter (OU-P); 

Kroger cream cheese (OU-P); Breakstone 
cottage cheese (OU-P); Breakstone and Axelrod 
sour cream (OU-P)

EGGS: preferably purchased before Pesach

EGG WHITES: Kroger Break Free (OU-P) and 
All Whites (OU-P) 100% liquid egg whites

FISH (RAW AND FROZEN): All certified fish 
may be used if washed before Passover. Some 
avoid Alaskan wild salmon or other frozen fish 
that has been glazed. Smoked fish needs to be 
labeled Kosher for Passover (KFP).

FROZEN FRUIT: All frozen (some authorities 
require additional checking for infestation 
for berries), whole, sliced or melon balls, 
unsweetened, additive free, without syrup, 
citric acid, ascorbic acid, or vitamin C

HERBS: All fresh

ICE

MEATS: All raw meat and poultry, excluding 
some ground meats and deli that require special 
KFP

NUTS: Raw, whole, chopped, or meal without 
preservatives or other additives (i.e. BHA or 
BHT) are approved for Passover, except for 
pecan pieces and midget pecans. If the label 
states that the nuts are processed in a plant 
that processes wheat, they are not kosher for 
Passover. Peanuts, which are legumes and 
therefore considered kitniyos, are not kosher for 
Passover.

OILS: 100% pure avocado oil (with OU), extra 
virgin olive oil (some authorities require year-
round certification), and virgin coconut oil 
(with OU) are acceptable for Passover without 
a P designation.

QUINOA: Must have Kosher For Passover 
Certification

RAISINS (WITHOUT OIL): Kroger, Publix, 

Dole, and Trader Joe’s 

SALT: Non-iodized

SELTZER: Any unflavored

SPICES: All whole, except for mustard (Ground 
spices requires certification.)

SUGAR: Pure granulated cane without 
dextrose. Confectioners, brown, and vanilla 
sugars need KFP. Domino Brown Sugar is 
available with KFP.

TEA: All regular, unflavored tea bags (pure 
black, green, or white) are kosher for Passover 
without any special marking. Flavored, instant, 
or decaf teas require KFP, except for plain, 
unflavored Lipton decaffeinated tea bags, 
which require no special marking.

HERBAL TEA: Bigelow (Kof-K P)

WATER: Any unflavored, spring, or distilled 
water, even with electrolytes, fluoride, or 
minerals, except waters including calcium 
citrate

KITNIYOS: Kitniyos (legumes and similar 
foods) are not eaten on Pesach by Jews of 
Eastern European descent (Ashkenazim). 
The following are considered kitniyos: beans, 
buckwheat, caraway, cardamom, corn, fennel, 
fenugreek, lentils, millet, mustard, peas, 
chickpeas, green beans, poppy seeds, rapeseed 
(the source for canola oil), rice, sesame seeds, 
soybeans (tofu), and sunflower seeds. Amaranth 
and peanuts may be kitniyos and are therefore 
not used.
The following are not considered kitniyos, but 
may require special checking: anise, carob, 
coriander, cottonseed, cumin, guar gum, 
linseed, and locust bean gum. 

THE FOLLOWING INGREDIENTS ARE 
CUSTOMARILY NOT USED ON PESACH: 
Ascorbic acid, aspartame, BHA, BHT, calcium 
ascorbate, dextrose, emulsifiers, HVP, isolated 
soy protein, isomerized syrup, lecithin, MSG, 
NutraSweet, sodium erythorbate, sorbitan, 
sorbitol, stabilizers, starch, and vitamin C

NON FOOD ITEMS THAT MAY BE USED 

ON PASSOVER WITHOUT PASSOVER 
CERTIFICATION: Aluminum foil (included 
baking pans), baby ointments, bags (paper 
or plastic), body wash, bowl and tub cleaner, 
candles, cardboard, carpet cleaner, charcoal, 
conditioner, copper and metal cleaners, cork, 
cosmetics (except possibly lipstick), cupcake 
holders, cups (paper, plastic or Styrofoam), 
dental floss (any unflavored, including waxed), 
deodorants, detergents, dishwashing detergent, 
drain opener, fabric protector, furniture polish, 
glass cleaner, hair/gels/sprays/mousse, hair 
removers and treatments, insecticides, isopropyl 
alcohol, jewelry polish, laundry detergents, 
lotions, oven cleaner, paper products (cups, 
plates, napkins, and towels), perfumes, pipe 
openers, plastic bags and containers, plates 
(paper In USA only, plastic or Styrofoam), 
scouring pads and powder, shampoo, shaving 
cream and gel, shaving lotion, silver polish, 
skin cream, soaps, stick deodorant, Styrofoam 
cups or plates, suntan lotion, talcum powder 
(100% talc), toilet bowl cleaner, water filters, 
and wax paper 

PREPARED FOODS FOR PESACH

For All Occasions Catering (404-953-8157)
office@faocatering.com

The Kosher Gourmet (404-636-1114)
sgilmer@kgatl.com 
(takeout available)

Griller’s Pride (770-454-8108)
www.grillerspride.com

SPECIALTY GROCERIES

The Spicy Peach (404-334-7200)
Special Kitnyios Corner for Sephardim

The Kosher Gourmet (404-636-1114)

Kroger Toco Hill (404-633-8694)
Passover Store-within-a-Store, near the front

Publix Toco Hill (404-638-6022)

Various Kroger and Publix stores have special 
Passover sections.

 Joseph W. Evans, III, has been selected 
as The Buckhead Coalition’s chairman 
and Sam Massell has been re-elected as its 
president. Evans heads State Bank Financial 
Corporation, part of Cadence Bank, and will 
also become a board member of Cadence 
Bank. Massell has headed the Coalition 
since its founding in 1988.
 Other officers also elected for two-year 
terms, by acclamation, are Dave Coxon as 
treasurer, Sheffield Hale as secretary, and 
Linda Klein as one of its vice chairs. Bill 

Harrison was re-elected as the other vice 
chair. In addition, the following were elected 
members of the executive committee: 
Rawson Haverty and Matt Rohrig, for two 
years; Kevin Cantley, Joe Fried, and Kevin 
Glass, for three years; and Ray Padrón and 
Jonathan Rodbell (re-elected), for three 
years.
 The elections were held during the 
coalition’s recent 13th anniversary luncheon 
meeting, at 103 West.

Buckhead Coalition elects Joe Evans and Sam Massell for 2019 and 2020

Sam Massell (photo: Ben Rollins) Jonathan RodbellA A A  We Stand With Israel   A A A
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Amsterdam Walk + 500 L-3 Amsterdam Ave + Midtown + 404/892-8294
Decatur Square + 117 East Court Square + Decatur + 404/370-3979

www.worthmorejewelers.comwww.worthmorejewelers.com

Ethically sourced. 
Skillfully crafted.
Beautifully worn.
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April 14 - August 11

Exclusively at the Breman Museum

Jewish History, Culture & Arts

Tickets and Info at TheBreman.org or call 678.222.3700

1440 Spring Street
Atlanta, GA 30309
TheBreman.org
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Time to set out the seder plates. 

Pass down the wine, and bring the matzah.

Three, please, all nicely stacked. 

Pass down old stories, and gather new recipes.

Time to set out the seder plates. 

Happy Passover from  

all your friends at Publix.

3 pieces.


